FOREWORD AND AUTHOR’S NOTES

When I originally wrote “Canaan’s Land” in the early 1990s, I wrote it with the intention that it be a book that would serve primarily as a collection of journalistic essays I had previously written on various topics of interest. I then attempted through various avenues to shop it around to publishers for potential publication. Unfortunately, despite my best efforts, those attempts failed. And in the process, I made a very stupid mistake (albeit motivated by a lack of finances at the time) of sending the ONLY copy that I had originally typewritten WITHOUT making at least one more copy for myself to insure that I had some copy to use in the future of that original manuscript. 

As a result, about all except the original table of contents and maybe a few of those essays survived. I let what remained of this particular manuscript sit for a number of years until a better time where I might attempt to again shop that manuscript to appropriate publishers. When finally a few years ago I decided to pick that torch back up, I too late realized how much of that first manuscript was lost.     

But then I also thought about the original concept I had of “Canaan’s Land” I had in the first place. By that time, I had amassed a pretty decent collection of what amounted to be some pretty decent sermons and Bible studies through my personal experiences in prison ministry as well as my regular e-card letters that I would send at least two times a year around the major Biblical Spring and Fall Holy Days (and which would also later be expanded to also include Hanakkuh--partly as a way to help give people hope from Him that would sustain them through a hard winter ahead) that are now officially serving as my precursor to what amounts to be my e-mail ministry newsletters, and also what I call “Pilgrim Letters” to those taking part in “A Walk to Emmaus”. All of the very deep spiritual material contained in these things that I had sent out to others on these various occasions were just literally begging me to do something with them.

So I then thought of basically doing what amounted to a dramatic remodeling of the entire project and instead turn this into a sort of devotional book. But as I began compiling these sermons and letters, I further thought that “...there’s no way in the world that this could be an average devotional book.” This thought came to me for several reasons: (1.) all of these studies to some degree are in NO WAY your average “three points and a poem” type devotional; (2.) the majority of what I would call “major focus Scriptures” of each study are primarily located in places that aren’t usually studied by most Christians who stay close to the “Biblical interstate highway” of what is usually studied most of the time by folks in orthodox Christianity; and (3.) all of these studies not only reflect a good amount of my personal life experiences as a whole, but also require the reader to really go into what is the “meat of the Word” and not just milk. These studies will require folks to really chew their food spiritually and to give their spiritual incisors a real workout.

Therefore, if there was a way where I could best present the contents of what follows here best, I think the term “detailed Bible studies” might best sum things up. This series of studies will not be truly understood by most without a good thorough exercising of your spiritual chops--and they are definitely not for the faint of heart or for quitters. I will guarantee that as you go through these YOU WILL WORK and YOU WILL HAVE TO CONSIDER a few new things outside your spiritual comfort zone. But then again--isn’t that what you’re supposed to do in the area of spiritual growth in the first place?

So if you are truly willing AND daring to attempt to go through these challenging personal Bible studies, I would first urge you to take my advice. First, DON’T rush through them or try to do initial glances or fast reads of these studies at times when your devotional times are limited to how fast you can cook your breakfast in the microwave. Instead, try doing these at times where you can make time your best friend so that your focus will solely be on learning from God and from His Word and DOING what it says for you to do. 

Also, I very much challenge you to do the same thing that Torah teacher Rico Cortes urges those who watch his programs to do--VERIFY everything I say here. Don’t take my word for things here--for I could be wrong. Do what the Apostle Paul urged his protege, Timothy, to do--”...Study to show thyself approved--a workman not ashamed of the truth.” You can go online for yourself and/or check the concordances, etc. to see if what I might say in a particular study has merit or not. Don’t be bashful in doing so--I actually give you permission to do it. And those that actually make the effort in doing a more thorough and diligent study of the things presented here--I won’t be insulted by your doing so. In fact, don’t be too surprised if I commend you for making such an effort.

Then after you’ve chewed the Word and studied things out for yourself and you find that I (and maybe by extension, the Lord Himself) might be truly speaking to you about something you’ve studied here, can I ask that you do me one more favor? That’s to simply--DO IT!! As Oswald Chambers once put as the titles of one of the devotionals of “My Utmost For His Highest”--”DO THE THING”.  Try this new thing you’ve found out for yourself, put it into practice in your own life, and see how it works for you. Then if you find that it’s truly working for you, I’d sure like to hear about it for myself to see whether or not it’s been truly worth putting these studies together on my end.

I personally encourage you as you pursue your spiritual journey through this “Canaan’s Land” to be bold, courageous, and (most of all) open to what might be some brand-new experiences of the Spirit that our God may have you to see for yourself. With this also comes my best wishes to you and yours as you walk up and down the heights and breadth of this new land that you’re about to explore.

Shalom rubakah b’shem Y’shua Ha’Meshiach,

Coy Reece Holley 

