BROKEN AND SHATTERED PROMISES MINISTRIES 2014 PESACH/UNLEAVENED BREAD MINISTRY E-NEWSLETTER

Howdy to all once again from the flatlands of West TX as we once again approach the season of the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior! We’ll once again hear the stories about Moses, the children of Israel, and the Red Sea during these upcoming days a lot...But a natural question if you look at this deeper is this--WHY does the Word probably feel the need to reveal stories like this in the first place? And more importantly--why should we pay attention to it and heed what it might tell us? And if we’re facing intimidating situations in our lives, what should our reactions to them be? I’ll have more to say about it in this edition’s MAIN STUDY after I first get some very important ministry announcements out of the way...

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS:

(I.) A FRIENDLY REMINDER AND SPECIAL UPDATE ON BSPOP BOOK PURCHASES 

Here’s a friendly reminder from your state department of highways to let you know that all three of the books that my God has had me to write throughout the past 20 years are still AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE RIGHT NOW on Amazon.com!!! You can now own these just-recently released titles for yourself RIGHT NOW courtesy of my new online publishing company called Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing--”Walking From Lockney To Jerusalem: My Life In The Worldwide Church of God”; “A Message From Siberia”, and “A’Wise And A’Foolish In Canaan’s Land: Detailed Bible Studies For The Believer”. How can you do so? SIMPLE...

Just do one of the following things to get your copy of each of these books in your hot little hand--

) Stop by my brand-new Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing promotional website at this URL to see a brief description of each book and find out how to order each of these books-- http://coyrhseatcbspm.wix.com/walking (no www. necessary on the URL) [FYI--You can also type in to any search engine “Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing” or my name to find the website in case the above link isn’t exactly right...]

) If you absolutely can’t wait to get them yourself, then by all means go directly to http://www.amazon.com and type in the search engine “Coy Reece Holley” to get a listing of all three books available. [Note: If you purchase directly via Amazon, the prices might be a little higher--but all three books WILL be available in both print (paperback ONLY--sorry, campers) and also e-book form for those willing to subscribe to Amazon Kindle.]

) (UPDATE:) For those that don’t have computers and/or Net access, they can also call, write, and/or email me to pre-order each of the books directly from myself/BSPOP (paperback version ONLY--which I will be more than willing to assist you in obtaining as needed) at the following addresses and/or phone numbers: (NOTE: Please note new changes in my phone numbers due to a recent additional phone number I have added AND NOW OUR BRAND-NEW business and ministry mailing address...)

 Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing

 P.O. Box 1501
 Plainview, TX 79072

 Email: CoyRH_SEATCBSPM@yahoo.com
 (806) 224-3625 (alternate voicemail)

 (806) 451-7475 (new cell)

[Special Note:] (A.) If you attempt to call me on my cell (especially for a book order), please leave a voicemail if I do not answer right away due to the fact that it is one of my methods of how I must currently screen my calls and make efficient use of my limited cellphone minutes. Also, (especially since I’m currently having to deal with some challenges with both my own hearing as well as cellphone clarity), please speak VERY slowly, LOUDLY, and DISTINCTLY as is possible to make sure that I am able to hear your information and then attempt to call you back.

(B.) Those who contact me directly to do your book purchase should note the following current BSPOP price and rate structure:

CURRENT BSPOP SPECIAL (STILL in effect--but ONLY if you order through me directly INSTEAD of through Amazon): ORDER ALL THREE BOOKS FOR JUST $40!! (Price includes all applicable Texas state/local sales taxes and shipping and handling...Please allow several weeks for me to be able to ship your order to you...)

Individual books can also be pre-ordered directly from BSPOP for $15 each PLUS all applicable Texas state/local sales taxes and shipping/handling. (A good estimate would be to consider sending at least $20 per book you purchase to cover all necessary expenses required.)

At present, I am not able as BSPOP to directly take credit/debit card payments for these purchases (but hope to do so somewhere down the line as business and personal finances may permit). So it is recommended for all pre-orders sent directly to me via snail mail to send your payments in either cash or check form (cash if possible would be preferred due to problems I currently have in cashing checks because I have not yet set up an official separate business banking account; if you need to make out a check, please make it directly payable to Coy Reece Holley since that is the name I have to use for my notary public services). If you do, however, order via e-mail, I am able if necessary to invoice you via your e-mail address through Paypal to where you can then once you receive your invoice make your payment through Paypal using most major credit or debit cards.

Whatever way you decide to order any and/or all of these books, I feel that you will be truly blessed as you join me in each of these unique literary journeys my God has taken me on over the years and gain new practical insights and concepts about the Word of God and on some current issues facing the universal Body of Christ that you may have not previously considered. And if you like some things of what you find in each book, please don’t keep the words to yourself--but instead encourage others to take the following advice I’ve recently suggested to others about these important books--”Do like they do in Chicago...buy early and buy often...buy for friends, buy for neighbors, buy for strangers if you must--BUT by all means, BUY, BUY, BUY, BUY, BUY!!!!” (I’ll end my obligatory commercial message this right there at this point...hah, hah, hah...)

BSPM/BSPOP UPDATE AND PRAYER REQUESTS: We’re beginning already to take our first baby steps towards formal incorporation of all enterprizes. You just saw in the last section our brand-new ministry/business mailing address. The above came on the heels towards the latter part of February immediately after I was able to finally file a total of 4 DBAs with the Hale County Clerk to cover some potential things that will be necessary for the operation of both the for-profit businesses and also of BSPM as well. There’s still a few more things that will remain before BSPM is incorporated as the 501(c)(3) that it will need to be--but at least the journey has now officially started and will continue to proceed as finances permit. We are also working with a couple of different sources for the development of the necessary ministry/business logos that will be required to operate and pictorially represent the essence of what BSPM, BSPOP, etc. plans to become.

Speaking of the website mentioned above [ http://coyrhseatcbspm.wix.com/walking ], you hopefully have already noticed how everything is now linked to the website so that we will not have to rely so much on cumbersome email to communicate business and ministry messages. If you haven’t already done so, please pursue this for vital info not only on book purchases, but also for the plans and direction the Lord may be taking this particular ministry. Also, due to other personal necessities (despite the fact that I’m not necessarily a social-media guy), I’ve been forced to reestablish a Facebook page that had been long dormant. As time permits after some other pressing projects are first taken care of, I hope to be able to do more as needed on this.  
PRAYER REQUESTS: Those particularly led to do intercession and prayer for certain things for myself and others would do well to pray for the following:

) Lynda Holley (my mother)--It’s been over two years since she became a permanent resident at Prairie House Living Center. She still has her day-to-day struggles and challenges (not only physically, but even sometimes with the changes in roommates that she sometimes has), but has held up well so far all things considering. She can still be contacted for those that wish to send her well-wishes and encouragement at the following address:

             Ms. Lynda Holley

             Room #209

             @ Prairie House Living Center

             1301 Mesa Dr.

             Plainview, TX 79072

) I also have several other close friends at Westridge Manor in Plainview (one of whom I personally consider to be my second mother) that would very much appreciate prayer for the various situations and challenges that face them.

) Denis and Brenda Dufrenne (Lubbock)--Various health and other challenges

) MYSELF and BSPM/BSPOP--Open doors and increased opportunities as He leads and guides as well as for discernment and wisdom as to what to do in each of them and for the sensitivity to the direction of the Spirit as to what would be appropriate for me to do as far as each particular situation is concerned:

) Increased sales on all three books--and also additional opportunities for myself to get the word out on each of these and promote them...

) Complete repayment of ALL currently existing personal debts and obligations (and/or even Divine cancellation of all debts as He may allow) so that I can be much freer to finally do all that He may eventually desire for me to do

) Open doors to be able to FINALLY find the woman that He would have me to date and eventually marry as my future wife, bride, and special partner in ministry with

) Open doors from Him to FINALLY be able to ACTIVELY pursue the ministry efforts that He may have for me to do--and the resources, wisdom, discernment, etc. necessary for me to do so

And that’s a wrap for now that I can see as far as announcements are concerned...Let’s now get into the meat of the Word, shall we?

MAIN STUDY: CROSSING THE PALO DURO CANYONS OF YOUR HEART (WHEN FEAR TOLERATED IS FAITH CONTAMINATED)

Please bear with the extraordinarily long length of this edition’s main study--but I’ve got to admit that thanks in part to a brand-new Bible program on my laptop called E-Sword, I’m chomping at the bit to put it through its paces. Since these are rare times we get together in this fashion anyway, I figure that you will feel that you are the biggest beneficiary of all of this new technology stuff I have finally recently blessed to obtain and attempt to put to use via a much longer, in-depth, and even meatier Word study that you’re able to sink your teeth into and use for a little while as need to help your own faith and relationship with Him grow in the weeks and long hot summer ahead of us. 

OK--now let’s get on to this thing about crossing those unfathomable canyons of fear in your heart. But why use Palo Duro Canyon as an example of what I might wish to talk about here? I’ll get to that later...but in order to put the foundation on this subject, we’ll need to basically go on about a 6 to 8 hour drive east first so that I can put the keys in the ignition, take the car out of Park, and get going on this pup. We’ll hopefully end up at the edge of the Canyon’s rim before we’re done--deal? To start, here’s another excerpt from “Walking From Lockney To Jerusalem” (as mentioned in our ministry announcements earlier):

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“...Earlier in this book, I talked about how during the 1995 Feast in Fort Worth would prove to be a personal gamechanger for me. Well, it’s amazing what happened exactly seven years later at about the very same time where another trip to Fort Worth would prove to be yet another demarcation line in my life.

So since we went back on the road again (literally!) during the last chapter, we might as well go back one more time to Cowtown so that you can see what happened to me that would have such an impact on how I have lived my life since. (P.S.—I’m going to take a break again this chapter from being the GPS directions guide on this one.)

As has seemed to be the case in my life, it was once again another development on the financial and employment fronts that would bring things to a climax. Through the first part of 2002, I was still doing the part-time job I had with Anderson News Company that involved maintaining and merchandising the magazine displays at the local Wal-Mart in Plainview. It always seemed to be a struggle trying to make ends meet financially—especially in trying to find more substantial employment in town that DIDN’T require a car.

From time to time, those ugly eviction notices and all my other bills would continue to pop up like a jack in the box. And you know the old saying about robbing Peter to pay Paul? Well, it still seemed to me that it was more like robbing Peter completely just so that I could make SMALL payments to my bankruptcy attorney to have a chance in filing Chapter 7 (which was seeming to take forever at the pace I was paying them at the time), THEN paying Paul (the landlord, that is) all I could pay him, then from there making more small payments to James and John, too…all the while hoping to bleep that Nathaniel would be patient with me and stay off my back long enough until I can finally have the chance to take care of him as best as I could.

During this time, I started looking at the one very small benefit that came with being a part-time Anderson employee—being able to save a portion of what little income I had in a company-owned 401(k) fund. Especially at times where I saw that all the money I had accumulated in the 401(k) (if I could access it, that is) could surely help me out of this or that short-term financial jam, that money started looking pretty good to me. BUT there was a BIG problem—the only ways I could even be able to access it were either if I was terminated in some fashion from my employment with the company OR if I were in what was called a hardship situation (meaning that I basically had to either be in an accident, an emergency medical situation, OR be in imminent threat and danger of eviction from my apartment that would cause me to be homeless). For a while, I didn’t come close (despite my best attempts to try to prove otherwise that I WAS truly in a CONTINUAL hardship situation)—so there in the 401(k) my money continued to sit.

This continued throughout the spring until one day when I came in to work. The delivery driver who was acting as my interim immediate supervisor at the time happened to come and see me at the store. He told me that the company due to budget cuts was going to completely let go of all part-time merchandisers in all stores and start having the delivery drivers also do the merchandising in each store from here on out. He told me that it wasn’t anything against me or the work I did—but that it was strictly business.

He apologized for the lack of proper notice and gave me instructions to finish out the current week as well as the next week before I would need to officially consider myself terminated. After that, I followed those instructions to the letter, finished my final shifts, and the next Friday left my badge inside the returns, and stopped acting in the capacity of merchandiser for this particular store.

Now things were really beginning to get lean again financially for me—and what were once funds that I couldn’t previously access would now be monies that I now had no choice but to either take as a lump-sum check or rollover into another separate 401(k) account. Urgent financial needs (despite the fact that I would wind up having to see 20 percent of the proceeds taken out for Federal taxes) dictated that I take the former route.

Meantime, I filed for unemployment benefits with the Texas Employment Commission (TEC) (now called Texas Workforce Commission—TWC). But in the process of filing for unemployment (which I did receive and kept receiving as I waited for the final response), Anderson suddenly decided to appeal my claim for unemployment due to their contention that I was in their view STILL employed by them (despite significant evidence I had to the contrary) and therefore not entitled to receive unemployment benefits.

I had to spend a lot of time drafting my response to Anderson’s appeal (isn’t that BIZARRE—actually having to prove that you’re NOT an employee?) that showed that I was told by my immediate supervisor about the changes in my employment status and that I had NOT acted in any official capacity as an Anderson employee since my actual date of termination (given the just-described chain of events I mentioned above). One of the biggest pieces of evidence that I was able to use against them of all things as a part of that official response? You guessed it—the 401(k) paperwork. After all, I told them (in detailed legal gobblydegook, of course)—according to THEIR own rules and those of THEIR bank, I legally could not access that 401(k) UNLESS I had been officially terminated from employment in some way. (Thankfully after that, they finally backed down and allowed the original decision for me to receive unemployment benefits to stand.)
In the midst of all this personal turmoil, I had planned to take another extended Feast trip that year to several locations which included yet another attempt to finally get to Davenport, IA, then eventually go to Fort Worth for something that Eagle Mountain International Church was holding called “The Days Of Refreshing” that of all times that year was being held right during the Feast itself, then head on from there to head to Gatesville to take part in a prison crusade with a ministry I had never worked with called Law of Liberty Ministries before heading back home.

Let’s say that to take the above trip was going to be yet ANOTHER literal walk of faith—especially as far as being able to do this and still keep the rent on my apartment paid was concerned. So I waited and waited for the 401(k) check to show up—but it was slower than molasses in coming. By the time I should have been on my way to Davenport for the Festival (FYI—that year, it was actually scheduled closer to the time between Trumpets and Atonement), still nothing in the mailbox—and I was still stuck at home.

One week of the planned trip had passed—until I finally got the check in the mail. I had been watching “The Believer’s Voice of Victory” broadcast all this time—and decided that if I couldn’t go to Davenport, I’d at least make the best of what was left of this Feast. So off I went anyway on an all-night bus to Fort Worth with barely enough money to cover a number of necessary expenses for the first part of the trip (including two nights at a Days Inn in White Settlement and monies for other incidental expenses along the way).

I left Plainview for the long bus to Fort Worth and didn’t get into the city until very early the next morning. After arriving in Fort Worth, I then found a city transit bus that I was able to go on to get to the nearest bus stop possibly to the motel. I arrived at the motel and managed to check in and pay for my room up until Friday morning when it would be time for head on to Gatesville. A quick shower and a change of clothes—and it was time to call a cab to go all the way across the Metroplex to EMIC and the headquarters of Kenneth Copeland Ministries.

It was a very expensive cab ride to Eagle Mountain (around $43 or so ONE WAY which I barely had enough to cover)—and I managed to get to the church as Keith Moore was wrapping up not only his sermon for that morning, but also for his part of the entire meeting for the week. So after the morning service (since I was basically planning to be stuck out there for the rest of the day), I took advantage of the opportunity to take a look at the KCM headquarters building, look around in the bookstore for a little bit, and even eat in the KCM cafeteria. (That cafeteria, by the way, was almost like dining in a gourmet restaurant—not only in ambience, but also in the quality of food. That was a treat in itself.)

After going through the facilities, I then went back towards the main church building to await that evening’s service. I took some of that waiting time and found a spot that overlooked Eagle Mountain Lake and then had a very candid discussion with the Lord about everything that I still faced back home.

“…Lord,” I prayed in desperate frustration—“…I came all this way to go and do what You told me to do!” I then reminded Him of what I faced with my employment and financial situations as well as the deep issues and desires of my heart that still faced and haunted me. I shouted to the Lord over the lake to a point where I thought others might even possibly hear me—but I didn’t care. “…Lord, I don’t have enough money for my motel in Gatesville—much less to get back home! IF YOU DON’T DO SOMETHING NOW, then I can’t go any further from here in ANYTHING I DO! It’s either YOU do it—or it won’t get done at all!” 

I poured my real heart to Him, crying over all of this with my tears, and beating the air in total frustration and hopelessness at all of these financial, transportation, and employment problems that could never be solved at home—UNLESS HE STEPPED IN AND DID IT! I then went back towards the main church building to once again further await that evening’s service.

What transpired that night will be indelibly engraved in my head as long as I live. The worship team started out the service with the song “King of Glory” by James Hall:

Lift up your heads
O Ye gates
Be lifted up ye everlasting doors
And the King of glory
Shall come in
King of glory shall come in

Lift up your heads
O Ye gates
Be lifted up ye everlasting doors
And the King of glory
Shall come in
King of glory shall come in

King of glory
Shall come in, the
King of glory
Shall come in
King of glory
Shall come in

King of glory shall come in

Who is the King of glory
The Lord strong and mighty
The Lord, might in battle
King of glory shall come in

King of glory
Shall come in, the
King of glory
Shall come in
King of glory
Shall come in

King of glory shall come in

Who is the king of glory
The Lord of hosts
Yes, He is

*VAMP:
King of glory shall come in
King of glory shall come in

SOPS:
Shall come in
Oh, shall come in
ALTOS:
Oh, shall come in
Oh, shall come in
TENORS:
King of glory
Lord almighty
BASS:
King of glory
Shall come in

King of glory shall come in
King of glory shall come in
King of glory
Shall come in 

From that point on, I was taken to a place in the Spirit that I had never really been before—especially during praise and worship.

Then Kenneth Copeland preached a sermon that was like he was talking directly to me when he gave it. When he said the following, it made me pay attention more than any other sermon (even in WCG/GCI itself) that I ever heard in my life up until that time:

“…FEAR TOLERATED IS FAITH CONTAMINATED! You cannot be in fear and still be in faith. Fear and faith are opposites…Fear has torment. Perfect love casts out all fear. There is no fear in love—and there is no torment in your God.”

Boy—did THAT one make my hair stand up! All these years I constantly feared another eviction notice on the door—or worse, a knock on the door from my landlord…that was the key! I was always afraid of the financial wolves at the door—and I sure as bleep DID NOT want to move back to Lockney ever again in disgrace—having to move back to my mother’s house because I couldn’t stay in my apartment. And all my financial resources at home were dwindling by the minute.

After Brother Copeland’s sermon was done, Pastor George Pearsons extended the invitation not only for those who needed to be saved, but also for those who wanted to receive “the baptism of the Holy Spirit”. I didn’t feel a need for salvation due to those things the Lord had told me years ago about being in WCG. But having by this time been around the folks at New Covenant and hearing them talk about deliverance and this “baptism of the Holy Spirit”—I realized just how little I really knew about the things of the Spirit. And they sure didn’t teach THIS in WCG! (In fact—years before within WCG/GCI, ANY displays that were interpreted to be in any way, shape, or form “Pentecostal” or “charismatic” were not only highly discouraged, but also outright condemned.)
And yet here I was raising my hand in a service to receive this “Holy Spirit” in a church that just 10 years before I would have never darkened the door of—and of all places, this was occurring in the very same city where just 7 Feasts ago I had to deal with the painful aftermath of “…the changes”. It was HERE in this town where my God finally began to close the circle on what I’d been through. I went down the aisle to the enthusiastic reaction of the congregation present to do this “receiving the Holy Spirit”. I prayed with the altar counselors who counseled me about what this second baptism was really all about and gave me some literature to read later.

The service ended and everyone went out the doors towards home. As I gathered my things to go, I faced another problem…how in the world was I going to get back to my motel in White Settlement 17 MILES AWAY? Keep in mind—I basically spent just about every dime I had for the one-way cab ride to get here. I definitely had nowhere near enough for another cab for the return trip—or even enough anyway to even try to call one. 

Then I thought to myself, “Well, if I have to walk the 17 miles back to White Settlement, I’ll do it.” I started walking—and I didn’t get any farther than the front entrance to the KCM campus when a young couple with a young son happened to ask where I was going out their car window. When I told them that I was heading back towards my motel in White Settlement and they realized my predicament, they graciously offered a ride.

When I got in the car, the father told me, “First I need to get my wife and kid back home…that kid’s crying and they need to get back home quick.” So we first stopped by his house—and after the wife and young child got out and I said my goodbyes to the wife, the husband then said to me, “…Hang on a minute—I got to go back into the house and get something.”

When he came back to the car, he started bringing in a bunch of sport shirts and dress shirts hung up on hangers. As we continued our journey back to my motel, he told me that he had actually been saving these shirts upon the direction of the Lord for someone that He didn’t know yet. But when he saw me, he apparently felt the leading of the Lord to give them to ME! (Talk about the Lord literally wanting to put new clothes on me both physically and spiritually…) Mind you—this wasn’t simply just one or two or even a few shirts. Instead, this guy gave me so many shirts that I didn't know if I could pack all of them in the garment bag and suitcase I had brought for this trip.

But nevertheless, by the time we got back to my motel, I very much graciously thanked him and we prayed over each other before parting ways for the night. Act I of our Fort Worth drama ended with my taking those same shirts into my room and realizing that night that the Lord didn't just want to clothe me with His Spirit--but that He also wanted to clothe me physically as well. With prayer and a new way of expressing myself to Him in my mouth, mind, and heart, I called it a night.

What, you wonder, was the main Scripture Bro. Copeland used that night that has influenced me so much since? Let’s check out how several different translations might render the following verse (starting with the way the KJV version, which I remember Bro. Copeland using on that most memorable night, prefers to emphasize it...):

1 John 4:18
(KJV)  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

(ASV)  There is no fear in love: but perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

(BBE)  There is no fear in love: true love has no room for fear, because where fear is, there is pain; and he who is not free from fear is not complete in love. 

(Darby)  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love. 

(EMTV)  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment. But he that fears has not been made perfect in love. 

(ERV)  Where God's love is, there is no fear, because God's perfect love takes away fear. It is his punishment that makes a person fear. So his love is not made perfect in the one who has fear. 

(ESV)  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

(LEB)  There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear includes punishment, and the one who is afraid has not been perfected in love. 

(LITV)  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has punishment; and the one fearing has not been perfected in love. 

(Murdock)  In love there is no fear; but perfect love casteth out fear; because fear existeth in peril, and he that feareth is not perfected in love. 

(TLV)  There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and the one who fears has not been made perfect in love. 

(WEB)  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has punishment. He who fears is not made perfect in love. 

(Webster)  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth, is not made perfect in love. 

But I really think the ways the last few translations renders this particular verse definitely puts a good solid initial definition of the things we need to discuss in this session:

(CEV)  A real love for others will chase those worries away. The thought of being punished is what makes us afraid. It shows that we have not really learned to love. 

(WNT)  Love has in it no element of fear; but perfect love drives away fear, because fear involves pain, and if a man gives way to fear, there is something imperfect in his love. 

(GNB)  There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear. So then, love has not been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because fear has to do with punishment. 

(GW)  No fear exists where his love is. Rather, perfect love gets rid of fear, because fear involves punishment. The person who lives in fear doesn't have perfect love. 

(ISV)  There is no fear where love exists. Rather, perfect love banishes fear, for fear involves punishment, and the person who lives in fear has not been perfected in love. 

Now--how in the world does this directly tie in with the season of Pesach/Passover? We need only to go towards the end of what we call the “Red Sea story” to begin our search for the answers to all of this...

(GOD’S WORD TRANSLATION:)
Exo 14:1  Then the LORD said to Moses, 

Exo 14:2  "Tell the Israelites to go back and set up their camp facing Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. Set up your camp facing north-by the sea. 

Exo 14:3  Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are just wandering around. The desert is blocking their escape.' 

Exo 14:4  I will make Pharaoh so stubborn that he will pursue them. Then, because of what I do to Pharaoh and his entire army, I will receive honor, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." So that is what the Israelites did. 

Exo 14:5  When Pharaoh (the king of Egypt) was told that the people had fled, he and his officials changed their minds about them. They said, "What have we done? We've lost our slaves because we've let Israel go." 

Exo 14:6  So Pharaoh prepared his chariot and took his army with him. 

Exo 14:7  He took 600 of his best chariots as well as all the other chariots in Egypt, placing an officer in each of them. 

Exo 14:8  The LORD made Pharaoh (the king of Egypt) so stubborn that he pursued the Israelites, who were boldly leaving Egypt. 

Exo 14:9  The Egyptians pursued the Israelites. Pharaoh's army, including all his horse-drawn chariots and cavalry, caught up with them as they were setting up their camp by the sea at Pi Hahiroth facing north. 

Exo 14:10  As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up and saw that the Egyptians were coming after them. Terrified, the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 

Exo 14:11  They said to Moses, "Did you bring us out into the desert to die because there were no graves in Egypt? Look what you've done by bringing us out of Egypt! 

Exo 14:12  Didn't we tell you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone! Let us go on serving the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" 

Exo 14:13  Moses answered the people, "Don't be afraid! Stand still, and see what the LORD will do to save you today. You will never see these Egyptians again. 

Exo 14:14  The LORD is fighting for you! So be still!" 

Exo 14:15  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to start moving. 

Exo 14:16  Raise your staff, stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide the water. Then the Israelites will go through the sea on dry ground. 

Exo 14:17  I am making the Egyptians so stubborn that they will follow the Israelites. I will receive honor because of what I will do to Pharaoh, his entire army, his chariots, and cavalry. 

Exo 14:18  The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I am honored for what I did to Pharaoh, his chariots, and his cavalry." 

Exo 14:19  The Messenger of God, who had been in front of the Israelites, moved behind them. So the column of smoke moved from in front of the Israelites and stood behind them 

Exo 14:20  between the Egyptian camp and the Israelite camp. The column of smoke was there when darkness came, and it lit up the night. Neither side came near the other all night long. 

Exo 14:21  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. All that night the LORD pushed back the sea with a strong east wind and turned the sea into dry ground. The water divided, 

Exo 14:22  and the Israelites went through the middle of the sea on dry ground. The water stood like a wall on their right and on their left. 

Exo 14:23  The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and cavalry followed them into the sea. 

Exo 14:24  Just before dawn, the LORD looked down from the column of fire and smoke and threw the Egyptian camp into a panic. 

Exo 14:25  He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they could hardly move. Then the Egyptians shouted, "Let's get out of here! The LORD is fighting for Israel! He's against us!" 

Exo 14:26  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the water will flow back over the Egyptians, their chariots, and their cavalry." 

Exo 14:27  Moses stretched his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the water returned to its usual place. The Egyptians tried to escape, but the LORD swept them into the sea. 

Exo 14:28  The water flowed back and covered Pharaoh's entire army, as well as the chariots and the cavalry that had followed Israel into the sea. Not one of them survived. 

Exo 14:29  Meanwhile, the Israelites had gone through the sea on dry ground while the water stood like a wall on their right and on their left. 

Exo 14:30  That day the LORD saved Israel from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore. 

Exo 14:31  When the Israelites saw the great power the LORD had used against the Egyptians, they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses. 

(INTERNATIONAL STANDARD VERSION:)

Exo 14:1  The LORD told Moses, 

Exo 14:2  "Tell the Israelis that they are to turn back and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. You are to camp in front of Baal-zephon, opposite it by the sea. 

Exo 14:3  Pharaoh will say about the Israelis, 'They're wandering aimlessly in the land, and the desert has closed in on them.' 

Exo 14:4  I've made Pharaoh's heart stubborn so he will pursue them. But I'll receive honor by means of Pharaoh and his army, so that the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." So this is what the Israelis did. 

Exo 14:5  When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of Pharaoh and his officials changed toward the people, and they said, "What have we done in releasing Israel from serving us?" 

Exo 14:6  So Pharaoh had his chariot prepared and took his troops with him. 

Exo 14:7  He took 600 of the best chariots, and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers in charge of each one. 

Exo 14:8  The LORD made the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, stubborn, and he defiantly pursued the Israelis as they were leaving. 

Exo 14:9  The Egyptians pursued them—all the chariot-horses of Pharaoh, along with his horsemen and army—and they overtook them camped by the sea, near Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal Zephon. 

Exo 14:10  As Pharaoh approached, the Israelis looked up, and there were the Egyptians bearing down on them! Extremely frightened, the Israelis cried out to the LORD. 

Exo 14:11  They also told Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you took us out to die in the desert? What have you done to us, by bringing us out of Egypt? 

Exo 14:12  Is this not what we told you in Egypt, when we said, 'Leave us alone!' and 'Let us serve the Egyptians!'? Indeed, it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" 

Exo 14:13  Moses told the people, "Don't be afraid! Stand still and watch how the LORD will deliver you today, because you will never again see the Egyptians whom you're looking at today. 

Exo 14:14  The LORD will fight for you while you keep still." 

Exo 14:15  Then the LORD told Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelis to move out! 

Exo 14:16  You are to raise your staff, stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide it, so the Israelis may go into the middle of the sea on dry land. 

Exo 14:17  Even now I'm hardening the heart of the Egyptians so they'll go after the Israelis. Then I'll receive honor by means of Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. 

Exo 14:18  Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I receive honor by means of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen." 

Exo 14:19  Then the angel of God, who was going in front of the camp of Israel, moved behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front of them and stood behind them, 

Exo 14:20  coming between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. The cloud remained there even in the darkness, illuminating the night, so that the one side did not come near the other all night. 

Exo 14:21  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD caused the water to retreat by a strong east wind all night, turning the sea into dry land. As the waters were divided, 

Exo 14:22  the Israelis went into the middle of the sea on dry land, and the waters formed a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Exo 14:23  The Egyptians pursued—all the horses of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen—and they went into the middle of the sea after them. 

Exo 14:24  In the morning watch, the LORD looked down on the Egyptian camp through the pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw the Egyptian camp into confusion. 

Exo 14:25  He made the wheels of their chariots wobble so that they drove them with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let's flee from Israel because the LORD is fighting for them and against us." 

Exo 14:26  Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea and the waters will come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots, and over their horsemen." 

Exo 14:27  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the water returned to its normal depth at daybreak. The Egyptians tried to retreat in front of the advancing water, but the LORD destroyed the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. 

Exo 14:28  The waters returned, covering the chariots and the horsemen of Pharaoh's entire army that had pursued the Israelis into the sea. Not a single one of them remained. 

Exo 14:29  But the Israelis walked through the middle of the sea on dry land, and the waters stood like a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Exo 14:30  On that day the LORD delivered Israel from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead along the seashore. 

Exo 14:31  When Israel saw the great force by which the LORD had acted against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed the LORD and Moses his servant. 

(BIBLE IN BASIC ENGLISH:)

Exo 14:1  And the Lord said to Moses, 

Exo 14:2  Give orders to the children of Israel to go back and put up their tents before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon, opposite to which you are to put up your tents by the sea. 

Exo 14:3  And Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are wandering without direction, they are shut in by the waste land. 

Exo 14:4  And I will make Pharaoh's heart hard, and he will come after them and I will be honoured over Pharaoh and all his army, so that the Egyptians may see that I am the Lord. And they did so. 

Exo 14:5  And word came to Pharaoh of the flight of the people: and the feeling of Pharaoh and of his servants about the people was changed, and they said, Why have we let Israel go, so that they will do no more work for us? 

Exo 14:6  So he had his war-carriage made ready and took his people with him: 

Exo 14:7  And he took six hundred carriages, all the carriages of Egypt, and captains over all of them. 

Exo 14:8  And the Lord made the heart of Pharaoh hard, and he went after the children of Israel: for the children of Israel had gone out without fear. 

Exo 14:9  But the Egyptians went after them, all the horses and carriages of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them in their tents by the sea, by Pihahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 

Exo 14:10  And when Pharaoh came near, the children of Israel, lifting up their eyes, saw the Egyptians coming after them, and were full of fear; and their cry went up to God. 

Exo 14:11  And they said to Moses, Was there no resting-place for the dead in Egypt, that you have taken us away to come to our death in the waste land? why have you taken us out of Egypt? 

Exo 14:12  Did we not say to you in Egypt, Let us be as we are, working for the Egyptians? for it is better to be the servants of the Egyptians than to come to our death in the waste land. 

Exo 14:13  But Moses said, Keep where you are and have no fear; now you will see the salvation of the Lord which he will give you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again. 

Exo 14:14  The Lord will make war for you, you have only to keep quiet. 

Exo 14:15  And the Lord said to Moses, Why are you crying out to me? give the children of Israel the order to go forward. 

Exo 14:16  And let your rod be lifted up and your hand stretched out over the sea, and it will be parted in two; and the children of Israel will go through on dry land. 

Exo 14:17  And I will make the heart of the Egyptians hard, and they will go in after them: and I will be honoured over Pharaoh and over his army, his war-carriages, and his horsemen. 

Exo 14:18  And the Egyptians will see that I am the Lord, when I get honour over Pharaoh and his war-carriages and his horsemen. 

Exo 14:19  Then the angel of God, who had been before the tents of Israel, took his place at their back; and the pillar of cloud, moving from before them, came to rest at their back: 

Exo 14:20  And it came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel; and there was a dark cloud between them, and they went on through the night; but the one army came no nearer to the other all the night. 

Exo 14:21  And when Moses' hand was stretched out over the sea, the Lord with a strong east wind made the sea go back all night, and the waters were parted in two and the sea became dry land. 

Exo 14:22  And the children of Israel went through the sea on dry land: and the waters were a wall on their right side and on their left. 

Exo 14:23  Then the Egyptians went after them into the middle of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses and his war-carriages and his horsemen. 

Exo 14:24  And in the morning watch, the Lord, looking out on the armies of the Egyptians from the pillar of fire and cloud, sent trouble on the army of the Egyptians; 

Exo 14:25  And made the wheels of their war-carriages stiff, so that they had hard work driving them: so the Egyptians said, Let us go in flight from before the face of Israel, for the Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians. 

Exo 14:26  And the Lord said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out over the sea, and the waters will come back again on the Egyptians, and on their war-carriages and on their horsemen. 

Exo 14:27  And when Moses' hand was stretched out over the sea, at dawn the sea came flowing back, meeting the Egyptians in their flight, and the Lord sent destruction on the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. 

Exo 14:28  And the waters came back, covering the war-carriages and the horsemen and all the army of Pharaoh which went after them into the middle of the sea; not one of them was to be seen. 

Exo 14:29  But the children of Israel went through the sea walking on dry land, and the waters were a wall on their right side and on their left. 

Exo 14:30  So that day the Lord gave Israel salvation from the hands of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea's edge. 

Exo 14:31  And Israel saw the great work which the Lord had done against the Egyptians, and the fear of the Lord came on the people and they had faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

(CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION:)

Exo 14:1  At Etham the LORD said to Moses: 

Exo 14:2  Tell the people of Israel to turn back and camp across from Pi-Hahiroth near Baal-Zephon, between Migdol and the Red Sea. 

Exo 14:3  The king will think they were afraid to cross the desert and that they are wandering around, trying to find another way to leave the country. 

Exo 14:4  I will make the king stubborn again, and he will try to catch you. Then I will destroy him and his army. People everywhere will praise me for my victory, and the Egyptians will know that I really am the LORD. The Israelites obeyed the LORD and camped where he told them. 

Exo 14:5  When the king of Egypt heard that the Israelites had finally left, he and his officials changed their minds and said, "Look what we have done! We let them get away, and they will no longer be our slaves." 

Exo 14:6  The king got his war chariot and army ready. 

Exo 14:7  He commanded his officers in charge of his six hundred best chariots and all his other chariots to start after the Israelites. 

Exo 14:8  The LORD made the king so stubborn that he went after them, even though the Israelites proudly went on their way. 

Exo 14:9  But the king's horses and chariots and soldiers caught up with them while they were camping by the Red Sea near Pi-Hahiroth and Baal-Zephon. 

Exo 14:10  When the Israelites saw the king coming with his army, they were frightened and begged the LORD for help. 

Exo 14:11  They also complained to Moses, "Wasn't there enough room in Egypt to bury us? Is that why you brought us out here to die in the desert? Why did you bring us out of Egypt anyway? 

Exo 14:12  While we were there, didn't we tell you to leave us alone? We had rather be slaves in Egypt than die in this desert!" 

Exo 14:13  But Moses answered, "Don't be afraid! Be brave, and you will see the LORD save you today. These Egyptians will never bother you again. 

Exo 14:14  The LORD will fight for you, and you won't have to do a thing." 

Exo 14:15  The LORD said to Moses, "Why do you keep calling out to me for help? Tell the Israelites to move forward. 

Exo 14:16  Then hold your walking stick over the sea. The water will open up and make a road where they can walk through on dry ground. 

Exo 14:17  I will make the Egyptians so stubborn that they will go after you. Then I will be praised because of what happens to the king and his chariots and cavalry. 

Exo 14:18  The Egyptians will know for sure that I am the LORD." 

Exo 14:19  All this time God's angel had gone ahead of Israel's army, but now he moved behind them. A large cloud had also gone ahead of them, 

Exo 14:20  but now it moved between the Egyptians and the Israelites. The cloud gave light to the Israelites, but made it dark for the Egyptians, and during the night they could not come any closer. 

Exo 14:21  Moses stretched his arm over the sea, and the LORD sent a strong east wind that blew all night until there was dry land where the water had been. The sea opened up, 

Exo 14:22  and the Israelites walked through on dry land with a wall of water on each side. 

Exo 14:23  The Egyptian chariots and cavalry went after them. 

Exo 14:24  But before daylight the LORD looked down at the Egyptian army from the fiery cloud and made them panic. 

Exo 14:25  Their chariot wheels got stuck, and it was hard for them to move. So the Egyptians said to one another, "Let's leave these people alone! The LORD is on their side and is fighting against us." 

Exo 14:26  The LORD told Moses, "Stretch your arm toward the sea--the water will cover the Egyptians and their cavalry and chariots." 

Exo 14:27  Moses stretched out his arm, and at daybreak the water rushed toward the Egyptians. They tried to run away, but the LORD drowned them in the sea. 

Exo 14:28  The water came and covered the chariots, the cavalry, and the whole Egyptian army that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them was left alive. 

Exo 14:29  But the sea had made a wall of water on each side of the Israelites; so they walked through on dry land. 

Exo 14:30  On that day, when the Israelites saw the bodies of the Egyptians washed up on the shore, they knew that the LORD had saved them. 

Exo 14:31  Because of the mighty power he had used against the Egyptians, the Israelites worshiped him and trusted him and his servant Moses. 

Let’s put a little more flesh and blood behind the specific motivations of all parties involved with this thing to gain further understanding of some vital concepts here...via “The Pulpit Commentary” and also “The Biblical Illustrator” (through E-Sword...)

Exodus 14:10-14
EXPOSITION
THE TERROR OF ISRAEL AND THE COURAGE OF MOSES. It has been argued that the Israelites, if they were so numerous as stated (Exo_12:37), must have been wretched cowards, if they were afraid to risk an engagement with such an army as that hastily levied one which Pharaoh had brought with him. But the difference between an army of trained soldiers, thoroughly equipped for war, with helmets, shields, breastplates, swords and spears, and an undisciplined multitude, unarmed for the most part, and wholly unaccustomed to warfare, is such, that the latter, whatever its numbers, may be excused if it does not feel able to cope with the former, and declines an engagement. Numbers, without military training and discipline, are of no avail—nay, are even a disadvantage, since the men impede one another. It is not necessary to suppose that the Israelites were debased in character by their long servitude to account for their panic on seeing the army of Pharaoh. They had good grounds for their fear. Humanly speaking, resistance would simply have led to their indiscriminate massacre. The alarm of the Hebrews, and even the reproaches with which they assail Moses, are thus quite natural under the circumstances. What is surprising is, the noble courage and confidence of Moses. Moses, though only vaguely informed, that God would "be honoured upon Pharaoh and all his host" (verse 4), is perfectly certain that all will go well—how the result will be achieved, he knows not; but he is sure that Israel will be delivered and Egypt discomfited; his people have no reason to fear—they have but to "stand still and see the salvation of God" (verse 13); "the Lord will fight for them;" they will have simply to "hold their peace" (verse 14).

Exo_14:10
They were sore afraid. Before the Israelites are taxed with cowardice, let it be considered—

1. That they were unarmed. Egypt was so settled a government that civilians generally went unarmed; and slaves, like the Hebrews, would scarcely have been allowed to possess any arms, if the case had been otherwise.

2. They had no military training. Whatever had been done to teach them order and arrangement in connection with their proposed journey, we may be sure there had been no drill or training in the use of arms, since this would have been regarded by the Egyptians as open rebellion.

3. They were quite unaccustomed to warfare. The Pharaohs main-rained large garrisons of Egyptian and mercenary troops in the frontier provinces, to resist the invasions to which they were liable. The Hebrews may have had occasionally to defend themselves against a hasty raid: but in real war they had stood aloof, and left the fighting to the regular Egyptian army. The children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. The appeal to Jehovah showed that, with all their weaknesses and imperfections, the Israelites were yet true at heart. They knew where alone help was to be obtained, and made their appeal accordingly. No cry is more sure of an answer than the despairing one—"Lord, save us; we perish."

Exo_14:11
And they said to Moses. It was not unnatural that, while flying to God as their only refuge, they should be angry with Moses. Moses, they would argue, ought to have known better than to have brought them into a situation of such peril. He, the leader, should have known the geography of the country—he, the courtier, should have known the temper of the court. It is always a satisfaction to men to vent their anger upon some one when they are in a difficulty. No graves in Egypt. Egypt, with a necropolis outside every city, was "a land of tombs;" surely they might have found graves there, instead of being led out to such a distance simply to die.

Exo_14:12
Is not this the word that we did tell thee? The reference was probably to that time of depression, after their burdens had been increased, and before the series of miracles began, when the Israelites had addressed reproaches to Moses and Aaron (Exo_5:21), and refused to listen to words of encouragement (Exo_6:9). It was not true that they had uniformly held the same language, and desired Moses and Aaron to cease their efforts. It had been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die. The spirit to prefer death to slavery, where they are the only alternatives, is not a common one; and we must not be surprised that a people which had grown up in servitude and had no traditions of national independence did not rise to the heroic height attained under other circumstances by Greeks, by Switzers. and by Poles. It would have been most extraordinary had they done so.

Exo_14:13
And Moses said … fear ye not. Moses knew that the pursuit of Israel by the host of the Egyptians was a part of the counsel of God, and was to tend in some way or other to the promotion of God’s honour and glory (Exo_14:4). He had sufficient faith to believe in a deliverance the nature of which it is not likely that he could anyway conjecture. Whether hail would fall from heaven and destroy them (Jos_10:11); or the earth gape and swallow them up (Num_16:32); or the angel of death smite them all in the night (2Ki_19:35); or any other strange form of destruction come upon them, he did not know; but he concluded from what had been revealed to him, that God was about to vindicate his own honour without the aid of man. Hence his words—Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord—which assigned to the Israelites a mere passive attitude of expectation. For the Egyptians, etc. The order of the words in the original favours the marginal rendering, which is to be adopted with one slight change. Translate—"For, as ye have seen the Egyptians to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever," i.e; ye shall see them no more alive, vigorous and menacing, but still and lifeless upon the Red Sea shore (Exo_14:30). There is no reference to any other Egyptians than those with Pharaoh in the camp, nor to any later relations between Egypt and the chosen people.

Exo_14:14
Ye shall hold your peace—i.e; "do nothing, remain at rest."

HOMILIES BY J. ORR
Exo_14:10-23
The deliverance.
Consider on this section:—

I. THE CRITICAL SITUATION OF THE ISRAELITES.

1. Their position. "Encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal Zephon" (Exo_14:9). The first view of the sea would probably be attractive to them. Its breeze, after the tedious travel of the desert, would be deliciously refreshing. They would look with a child’s wonder and delight on the novel spectacle it presented. They would crowd to the beach to watch its dancing, white-tipped waves, and curiously to listen to its soft, lapping ripple on the shore. Yet this sea, which is to-day their joy and plaything, will have become by the morrow their terror and despair—their impregnable prison barrier. The experience is not uncommon. How often does it happen that the very things which at first we are disposed to hail with delight, to welcome and rejoice in, prove afterwards our greatest causes of sorrow! The engagements we enter into, the friendships we form, the bargains we make, the society we are introduced to, etc.

2. The approach of the enemy. "The children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold the Egyptians marched after them" (Exo_14:10). The mountains are around, the sea is in front, and now—terrible situation!—the Egyptians are pursuing, and close at hand. On they come, in whirling chariots, in ranks upon ranks of footmen; the long lines are seen defiling in the distance, and Israel knows that in an hour or two more the avalanche will be upon them, sweeping all before it, burying them in destruction.

3. They were entirely unprepared. They had been resting and unbending, not preparing for battle. The attack took them by surprise. There was no possibility under the circumstances of presenting an effectual resistance to the enemy. But, indeed, had the circumstances been ever so favourable, these hordes of slaves, accustomed so long to crouch before the rod of the taskmaster, would scarcely have attempted it. How critical, how perilous, therefore, the entire situation! A picture this of those straits of life formerly referred to, in which having done our utmost, we can do no more, and no alternative remains but prayer, and quiet waiting upon God.

II. THEIR PANIC AND DESPAIR (Exo_14:10-13). The appearance of the Egyptians naturally threw the Israelites into a state of the most acute terror. Remark:

1. Great allowance must be made for them. We do not read that, on this occasion, God dealt severely with them for the wild, ungrateful words they uttered. He made allowance.

(1) Their situation was really very serious. Placed in like circumstances, we would perhaps not have shown much more faith than they did.

(2) They were unused to the life of freedom. It takes time to teach those who have always been slaves to appreciate the blessings of the opposite condition. They carry their slave habits with them into the state of freedom. The Israelites had not as yet had much comfort in their emancipation. Their painful marches had probably been harder work than even the brick-making of Egypt. They could not as yet feel that it was better to be free, though enduring hardships in their freedom, than to be more comfortably situated and be slaves; Do we blame them? Then reflect how even Christians sometimes murmur and rebel at the self-denials, the sacrifices, the inconveniences, the persecutions, which their Christian freedom entails upon them. You complain, perhaps, that you have a harder time of it now, than even when you served the flesh. It may be true. But do not forget that the difference between your condition now and then, is all the difference between slavery and bondage, between salvation and a state of wrath.

2. Israel’s behaviour was nevertheless very unworthy.
(1) It was faithless. They did not wait to ask or see what God, who had already done so much for them, was about to do now, but at once concluded that he would leave them to perish. It is, indeed, said that they "cried unto the Lord" (Exo_14:10), but then, in the next breath, we read of them reproaching his servant and delegate (Exo_14:11). They are faithless prayers that come from faithless hearts.

(2) It was ungrateful. How willing they had been to be led out of Egypt! yet now, at the first approach of danger, they turn on their leader, and taunt him for having given them their liberty. Was Moses to blame for the pursuit of Pharaoh? Or did he deserve to be thus requited for the noble stand he had taken on their behalf? Public servants have often much to endure from the fickle humour of the crowd.

(3) it was cowardly. It showed a servile and ignoble spirit even to breathe so base a regret as that they had not been suffered to continue in Egypt.

3. The contrast of their conduct with that of Moses. The bearing of Moses at this crisis was sublime in its calmness and trust. He does not return "railing for railing." No angry word escapes his lips in reply to the reproaches of the people. They murmur; he betakes himself to prayer (Exo_14:15). They look to the visible chariots; he to the invisible power which is mightier than all. They seem bereft of reason, fearing immediate death; he is calm, undaunted, self-collected, and gives them the best of counsel. Ponder his words—"Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you today" (Exo_14:13).

(1) The situation was one in which God alone could bring salvation. They could do nothing for themselves. The salvation must be God’s from first to last.

(2) God would bring them this salvation. The fact that he had brought them into this strait was of itself a pledge that be would find them a way out of it. The believer, who finds himself in situations of difficulty, may cherish the same confidence.

(3) Their duty was to stand still, and see this salvation. So long as means of help are put within our reach, it is our duty to use them. When no such means exist, or when all available means have been exhausted, and still the shadow overhangs us, what remains but to wait patiently on the help of the Most High? "Stand still"—in trust, in prayer, in expectancy, in readiness to advance the instant the word is given. "Stand still"—as opposed to weak murmurings, to passionate regrets, to foolish rebellion against circumstances you cannot alter,—so shall you "see the salvation of the Lord." If nothing else will do, God will cleave a way for you through the waves, or better still, will enable you, like Peter, to walk on them (Mat_14:29).

III. GOD’S COMMAND TO MOSES (Exo_14:15-19).

1. The command came in answer to prayer. "Wherefore criest thou unto me" (Exo_14:15). The words contain no reproach, but imply that prayer needed on the instant to be exchanged for action.

2. Moses was to speak to the people that they go forward. See below.

3. He was to stretch his rod over the sea, and divide the waters (Exo_14:16). The confidence of Moses, that God would show a way of salvation, was thus justified by the result. The light was not given as early as the people might have wished, but it was given in time. God also announces to Moses his purpose of destroying the Egyptians (Exo_14:17, Exo_14:18).

IV. THE ADVANCE THROUGH THE SEA. On this notice—

1. The change in the position of the pillar of cloud and fire (Exo_14:19, Exo_14:20). Moving to the rear, it stood between the Israelites and their pursuers, turning a bright side to the former, and a dark side to the latter. (See below.) By this seasonable change in its position, it

(1) Illuminated the passage for the Israelites. The light would stream on in front.

(2) Made the way dark and perilous for the pursuers.

(3) Hid the pursuers from the pursued, and vice versa. This, besides being an additional defence to the Israelites, saved them from the terror which the sight of their pursuers would naturally awaken. It is related of a party of the Waldenses, that escaping by night from their cruel persecutors, their path lay through the rugged and perilous defiles of the Alps. At length the day broke, and under the light of the rising sun, they turned to survey the track along which they had trod. By a unanimous and irresistible impulse, they fell on their knees to thank God for their marvellous preservation. "Here, they had walked on the very verge of a tremendous precipice where a false step would have dashed them to atoms; there, they had skirted the banks of a mountain lake, whose black waters seem to indicate unfathomable depths," etc. But the dangers amidst which they had moved had been veiled by the impenetrable darkness. There are some things which it is better for us not to see. Learn

(1) That God adapts his manifestations of himself to his people’s needs.

(2) That God’s presence with his Church is an effectual bulwark against attack. He can hide his people from their pursuers. He can darken the path of the latter; can confound their wisdom, divide their counsels, perplex them in their courses, and obstruct their progress by providential obstacles.

(3) Spiritually, in times of temptation and trial, we may rely on being illuminated by God’s truth, defended by God’s power, and ultimately conducted to a place of safety.

2. The division of the waters (Exo_14:21).

(1) It was accomplished by natural agencies, supernaturally directed. "The Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night." The recognition of natural agency in no wise detracts from the supernatural character of the transaction; nay, seeing that direct miracles are no longer to be looked for by the Church, it is even more helpful to faith to find that natural means were employed in this instance, than if the result had been wholly miraculous. It heightens our conceptions of what God can accomplish by means of the agencies of nature. Instance the defeat of the Spanish Armada

(2) It was unexpected and surprising. In considering the ways by which God might conceivably save them, the Israelites probably never dreamt of his opening a path through the sea. So, in those straits of life to which reference has been made, help usually arrives from unexpected quarters, in a way we had not thought of. "God’s way is in the sea, and his path in the deep waters, and his footsteps are not known" (Psa_77:19).

(3) It afforded the passage that was required. The march through the sea, certainly, would not be without its difficulties. The violent gale, the thunderings and lightnings (Psa_77:18), the darkness, the boom of the distant waters, the lurid light of the fiery cloud, the uneven passage, the panic and confusion, the strangeness and fearfulness of the entire situation, would make it an experience never to be forgotten. But if the road was difficult, it was practicable. They could pass by it. God promises to make a way for us. He does not promise that the way wilt always be an easy one.

3. The safe transit (Exo_14:22). The children of Israel got safely across. They were preserved in the very midst of the hostile element. Nay, the sea, which they had so much dreaded, became on either side a protecting wall to them. The same superintending Providence which secured, in the shipwreck of Paul, that "so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land" (Act_27:44), doubtless brought about a like happy result in the case of the Israelites. Their deliverance became, in after days, the type of any great deliverance wrought by God for his saints. See the figure wrought out in Psa_18:4-20.—J.O.

HOMILIES BY H.T. ROBJOHNS
The passage of the Red Sea.
"Fear ye not, stand still (firm), and see the salvation of God" (Exo_14:13). Mark, by way of introduction, the critical character of this event, the greatest in Old Testament history. Lay solid foundations for sermonic treatment by describing first the scene, expounding the history, and then evolving the truths in the history.

I. THE SCENE. In the Gospels, the spiritual significance is almost independent of topography. Only two or three scenes (

e.g; Jacob’s well: the ridge whence Jesus saw from Olivet the city and wept over it), can be absolutely and certainly identified. But here sermon and story are inextricably blended with sea and shore. Note! twice change of direction:

(1) not by way of Philistia:

(2) not by caravan road, round by the mouth of the western arm of the Red Sea; but brought into a position of extreme danger, with the sea roaring between Israel and the freedom of the desert. The writer of this section of the commentary believes, that Israel encamped on what is now known as the plain of Suez, the sea reaching then much further north than now. Any detailed map will show—that there Israel would have the sea on the east, hills to north and south, an open valley to the west, along which the Egyptian forces would charge. Deepen the impression, that these two millions of people, some indeed armed, but not yet organised, with women, children, and the aged, were in a position utterly hopeless. It was a situation of despair—but that which is impossible with man is possible with God.

II. THE HISTORY. One of the objects should be to vivify and make very real to the hearers, the histories of the Old Testament, which sometimes seem so very far away from modern thought and life. With this intent, bring out clearly, by aid of exposition elsewhere, points like these:—probably seven days elapsed between the Passover and the song on the eastern shore of the sea, occupied thus:—

1. By Israel. On the 15th, to Succeth, fifteen miles; on the 16th, to Etham, fifteen miles; on the 17th, to the dangerous position by the sea; on the 18th, 19th, and 20th, encamped there, completing arrangements for the pilgrimage to Sinai and Palestine.

2. By Egypt. Every movement watched by the government; night of 15th, report from Succoth; of the 16th, from Etham; morning of the 17th, courier could carry in a few hours, over the thirty miles, intelligence that Israel had taken the wrong (?) road. Sudden determination of the king. Had three days to overtake. Called together six hundred picked chariots, other chariots, infantry, and led in person. On the afternoon of the 20th, the pickets of Israel saw far away the force coming over the sand ridges. Horror of the two millions. The splendid cities of tombs in Egypt rose to the memory. But here soon a sort of gigantic anticipation of Isandula. A cry against Moses, and unto Jehovah. The moral attitude of Moses mixed—cheer for the people—a fainting heart before God. His silent prayer. "The upward glancing of an eye." The word of assurance. "Forward." The movement of what must have been, in this instance, wall of cloud and fire, to give soft electric light to Israel and over the sea, to be darkness to Egypt, and to cover the greatest military movement in all history. The short time demanded perfect order. Then came the ploughshare of the east winch In the confusion and darkness, Egypt eagerly followed. The look out of the cloud, shot with thunderbolt—a lock which meant ruin. Sea rolls back from the rear of Egypt. Chariot clashes against chariot. Wheels lost. On the night of the 14th Israel became a nation. On the morning of the 21st the nation was free.
III. TRUTHS.

1. Neither first nor even second openings in life are always into the way God intends us to take. A common error to suppose that any opening is "providential." Not via Philistia: nor the caravan road to Sinai. God’s object to develop moral thoughtfulness, and the scrutiny of apparent leading. E.g; Will this course imperil my principle, lead into temptation, and ruin my soul?

2. Seemingly hopeless entanglement may have great issues. Moral firmness developed: dependence upon God. Salvation complete, and anthem of victory.

3. The temper for crisis is that of calm confidence. No panic! Had there been panic, Israel had been food for Egyptian sabres! "Stand firm!" (see Hebrews) Apply this to state of religion; things social, political, at home and abroad; to affairs personal.

4. Confidence should express itself in prayer. Note the difference: the cry of Israel, and the evidently silent appeal of Moses.

5. Action must follow prayer. "Wherefore criest," etc; an intimation that prayer was already answered; and now Moses to the front, and every man to his post.

6. When God leads into danger, He will certainly see us safely through it. If wantonly and wilfully we go into danger, we may (through mercy) be delivered; if on Divine leading, we shall. E.g; going into some scene of vice, out of curiosity, or worse motive; on the other hand, at the request of a distant friend, to save a soul. Difference between presumption and courage.

7. Salvations of God are ever timely and complete.
8. After God’s great salvation comes, the dumbness of amazement, and after the dumbness, song. "Jehovah shall fight for you, and ye shall be dumb." (Hebrews 14:31; 15:1; Rev_15:2-4.)—R.

Exodus 14:1-4
Encamp before Pi-hahiroth.
The good in the trying situations of life
I. That the good are often brought, by the providence of God, into the most trying situations in life (Exo_14:1). It is in the trying situations of life that we get the best revelations of the love and power of God. When men feel that they cannot help themselves, then God helps them. Thus they are humbled. They are brought to despair of creature aids. Then the promises become precious. The circumstances of life are all divinely ordered with immediate reference to the moral culture of the good; the Israelites were taught a great lesson before Pi-hahiroth. When God fixes our position, it is sure to be a salutary one, even though it be perplexing.

II. That the trying circumstances into which the good are providentially brought are vigilantly observed by the wicked (Exo_14:3). Satan watches the best opportunity of frustrating the march of the soul into freedom. But the wicked often misinterpret the providence of God in reference to the good, and hence pursue their plans to their own ruin.

III. That the trying situations into which the good are brought are designed ultimately to enhance the glory of God and the retribution of wicked men. “I will be honoured upon Pharaoh,” “That the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord.” Lessons:

1. Rest patiently in the circumstances in which God has placed you.

2. God is greater than all the hindrances to your true freedom.

3. Follow God, even though it be through the great waters. (J. S. Exell, M. A.)



In a fix
I was led to take this subject from seeing a sheet almanac upon which was painted a boy who had got his satchel full of apples, which, I presume, he had been stealing. He was hanging by the tips of his fingers from the top of a wall, and just above the wall on the other side was the owner, while at the bottom was a big bulldog, chained to a kennel—he could not go up for fear of the owner, he dare not drop down for fear of the dog; and it said at the bottom, “In a fix.” It would be very well for us if that represented the only fix in which we had ever been. I might talk for a considerable time in a general way about men who have been in a fix, but now I want you to give me your attention while I try to point out to you a nation that was once in a fix, and, if I can, teach some lesson, s that may be of use to you and me. There they are—the river before them, rocks on either hand, and the Egyptians behind them. They could not make boats to cross the sea; they could not fly; and were unable to fight—they had not the skill, neither the weapons. The most remarkable thing is this, that God, who had sent Moses to deliver them, had brought them into this very position! Observe, they were in the path of duty—doing just as He had commanded them; suggesting to us the thought that if we would serve our God faithfully, sometimes we may find ourselves “in a fix.” There will be times when dark clouds will gather, and we cannot see our way, and we shall feel inclined to give up in despair. But wait a bit. If God has brought them into this fix, He will bring them out of it. There they are; and, see! Pharaoh is following. He did not let the people go until he had been compelled; and, like a man shamed out of half-a-crown for some charitable purpose, he repented afterwards. He went after them designing their ruin, but God designed to ruin him. He designed to put the Lord’s people into a fix, and the Lord—who always protects His own—designed to fix him.

And then comes this thought: That what seems to tend to our ruin is often over-ruled to our good. A great many years ago there used to be the old stage coach, and in those days they were the chief means of travelling. I have heard some old men say what a terrible thing it was to take a long journey. One day the locomotive was invented; they were going to take goods and people in such quantities and at such a speed as the stage coach never could. The owners of the coaches might declare they were all to be ruined! What would become of them? The stage coach was ruined, but what of its owners? They shared the common advantages of the “puffing billy.” This same principle will apply to things of the present day. Years ago, tailoring was said to be a good business. Their sewing was then done by hand. By and by the sewing-machine was invented; and when it was brought to something like perfection, clothing was sewn with it. The tailors were in such a state—it would destroy their prospects! it would ruin their trade! And the dressmakers were in the same excited condition. When were tailoring and dressmaking better than now? 

They are, I am told, more profitable than they ever were. I give you these illustrations to prove my statement—that very often that which seems to tend to our injury is over-ruled by a merciful Providence to our good. These Egyptians were following the Israelites, and were about to destroy them; they appeared now in the jaws of death, but it was over-ruled. “The wicked,” says Solomon, “diggeth a pit, and falleth into it.” “He layeth a snare, and his own feet are taken therein.” Ah I there are many things you and I cannot understand now. Many a cloud sweeps over our path; many dark things we cannot quite see through. If we could rise above all these things, and see God’s doings, perhaps we should rejoice that He sometimes puts us in a fix. We do not see through it all now; we shall by and by. “Sometimes God brings us into straits that He may bring us to our knees.” You know that to be true. Often in your sorrow you have looked unto your Father for the help you could not get elsewhere. Observe, if they were in a fix, Moses was not. What did he do? He cried, “Fear not, God will fight for you”; though God has led you here, He will lead you elsewhere. He knew they could do nothing, so he commanded them to stand still. Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. Have you never been in a fix like this? Your business has failed, your prospects blighted, your heart smarting through some bereavement. A darling child or wife has been snatched from you. In utter helplessness you have cried, “What can I do?” You can do nothing. You have been doing too long. God has brought all this to teach you to stand still, and let Him do. “Stand still.” Oh! there is reason in that. If your God brings you to see your helplessness and poverty, and He reveals His true riches to you, it is worth your while to “stand still.” Have salvation; you may. Get His love into your hearts; stand till He makes you free; and when once He does, then comes the cry as Moses gave it, “Forward!” and though there be before you a dark night and a troubled sea, you may go forward with safety. There is this further thought: that though sometimes God allows the enemies of His people to bring them into a fix, be assured the Lord will turn the scales, and bring the enemies into a fix. What He did for these Egyptians—the haters of the friends of God—He may do for you. Many a faithful man o! God has been annoyed, perhaps by you; but be assured, God will annoy you. See what He did for these Egyptians. There was, first, darkness. That which gave light to His people became dark to His enemies. It is dark where the enemies of God are—so dark! Secondly, God troubled them. The children of God crossed the sea, and you know how in following them the Egyptians all perished in the waters, through which the Israelites had passed in safety. One word more. If you are on the side of God and truth, He will be with you, and bring you out of every fix into which you may get whilst serving Him. On the other hand, if you refuse to acknowledge Him, you may get into a fix which you will never be able to get out of. (Charles Leach.)



Right beginnings; or, no “progress”
Every true and strong life has its sharp transitions, its critical choice, its decisive moment between Migdol and the sea. It is true enough, most of our time we move on in a path no way remarkable, or in a routine with nothing signal or memorable about it. Day takes after day, and the scene, the occupation, the company, helps and hindrances, are much the same from month to month. But look longer, and you find that, however the wheels of habit may run on in a kind of groove, with few startling outside changes, yet somewhere there was a spot where this regular drift got its start and its new direction. You stood alone somewhere, at a parting of two ways, and you chose; and then, as the consequence of that choice, your life went thenceforth in a particular channel, pure or filthy, straight or crooked, heavenward or hellward, long after. And there is nothing exceptional about this. The same law governs national concerns, processes in nature, and mechanics. War, for instance, is well-nigh the staple of history; and yet historians count but fifteen decisive battles of the world, all other vast movements of ages and empires winding like a whirlpool around these bloody centres. So in mechanics. Only now and then, on its turn-table, the engine is set in its new direction; but all it does, or draws, afterwards, proceeds from that momentary pivotal determination. The grain grows clay and night all summer till harvest; but there is a single time of planting. The patriarch lodged only one night at Bethel; but then, afterward, all his journeyings over the Eastern lands were at the bidding of his God. How did you come to be the man you are to-day? There was most likely some hour of choice. Two forms of apparent good lay before you. Two voices spoke. Among all the common questions that rise, this one question rose. It was the question of your soul’s eternity. Very likely it had relation, too, to some other soul besides your own—your affection, your duty, to him or her. Perhaps it was in the line of your common doing, only an emergency of larger and uncommon concern. How did you act? Did you say Yes, or No? Did you go or stay? Did you accept the partnership, the companionship, the offer—or refuse? The question is not one of expediency, or taste, or convenience, or profit. It has to do with your soul’s life, honour, uprightness, salvation. Such periods can be recalled in memory, I think, by most persons; but never recalled in fact. The rest of life depends on them, and on the way we meet them. We are between Migdol and the sea. Egypt and Pharaoh—an old, bad life, and its despotism of darkness—are behind; the other way the road runs where God will. With Israel it was well that it ran to the baptism in the cloud and in the sea. We have only to enlarge the reach of such a decision, carrying it through the roots and springs of character, to find in it that one all-including, all-controlling choice which turns a bad man into a good one, or creates a living Christian. Indeed, it is of that one radical renewing that the exodus of Israel has always been regarded as the type. (Bp. F. D. Huntington.)

HOMILETICS
Exo_14:1 4
God’s trials of His faithful ones.
All hitherto had gone well with the departing Israelites. The Egyptians indeed had "thrust them out"—had hurried their departure—had felt insecure till they were beyond the borders. But they had freely given of their treasures to speed the parting guests, and had in every way facilitated their setting forth. The multitude, vast as it was, had in no respect suffered as yet; it had proceeded in good military order (Exo_13:18), had found abundant pasture for its flocks and herds, and was now on the very verge of the desert which alone separated it from Canaan. Egypt was behind them; freedom and safety were in front; no foe forbade their entrance into the vast expanse which met their gaze as they looked eastward, stretching away to the distant horizon’ of hot haze, behind which lay the Promised Land. The question, how they were to support themselves in the desert had not perhaps occurred to them as yet. They had come out provisioned with bread for certain number of days, and probably with many sacks of grain laden upon their asses. If the spring rains had been heavy, as is likely to have been the case, since in Egypt there had been both rain and hail (Exo_9:23-33), the desert itself would have been covered at this season with a thin coat of verdure and "thickly jewelled with bright and. fragrant flowers". The hearts of many were, no doubt, bounding at the thought of quite quitting Egypt at last, and entering on the absolute freedom of the illimitable desert. But at this point God interposed. "Speak unto the children of Israel that they turn, and encamp before Pihahiroth" Egypt is not yet to be quitted; they are still to skirt it—to remain among Egyptian cities—to turn away from Palestine—to interpose a sea between themselves and Asia—to pursue a route which leads into one of the most unproductive portions of the whole African continent. Sore must the trial have been to those who had knowledge of the localities—dark and inscrutable must have seemed the ways of Providence. What was the Almighty intending? How could Canaan ever be reached if they turned their backs on it? Whither was God taking them? Even apart from any pursuit by Pharaoh, the situation must have been perplexing in the extreme, and must have severely exercised the more thoughtful. What then must not the universal feeling have been, when it appeared that the monarch, informed of their movements, had started in pursuit? What but that they were God-forsaken or, worse, led by God himself into a trap from which there was no escape? Readily intelligible is the bitterness which showed itself in their address to Moses—"Because there were no graves in Egypt hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us?" And so God’s people—his faithful and elect children—at all times and under all circumstances, are subject to severe trials. These come upon them either—

I. FOR THEIR MORAL IMPROVEMENT. "The trial of our faith worketh patience," and God wills that "patience should have her perfect work," that his saints may be "perfect and entire, wanting nothing" (Jas_1:3, Jas_1:4). "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." Difficulties, dangers, temptations, perplexities, disappointments, constitute a moral discipline which is to most men absolutely needful for the due training and elevation of their moral characters. By such trials the dross is purged away from them—the pure metal remains. Their love of God and trust in God are tested, and by being tested strengthened. "Tribulation worketh patience; and patience experience; and experience hope; and hope maketh not ashamed." The man who is perfect in each good word and work has in almost every case passed through a furnace of affliction to attain his perfection.

II. FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. God’s glory is often shown forth in the sight of men most conspicuously by the trials of his faithful ones. In Israel’s case this was brought about by miracle. But the rule holds good in the ordinary course of human affairs equally. What has so shown forth the glory of God in the past as the endurance of trials, insults, torments, death, by his martyrs? What even now so impresses men with the reality of religion, as suffering on account of the truth? Afflictions, crosses, disappointments, patiently borne, not only strengthen our own spirits, but are a witness for God in a world that for the most part disregards him, and. to a considerable extent "get him honour."

III. FROM THE NECESSITY OF THE CASE, BECAUSE GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT AS OUR WAYS. If the children of Israel could have foreseen that God would divide the Red Sea for them and lead them through it, the route southwards to the point of crossing would have been seen to be the fittest and best, securing as it did the continuance of water and of forage, and avoiding one of the worst parts of the wilderness. But it was impossible for them to surmise this; and hence their perplexity, alarm, and anger against Moses. In our ordinary trials it often happens that our inability to understand how we are being dealt with lies at the root of our sufferings. The disappointment which most vexes us may be a necessary preliminary to the success of which we have no thought. The "thorn in the flesh" may bring us to a higher moral condition than we should have reached without it. "God’s ways are in the deep, and his paths in the great waters, and his footsteps are not known." He deals with us as he sees to be best, and we cannot see that so it is best. He has surprises in reserve for us, sometimes as little looked for as the division of the Red Sea by the Israelites. Hence, if in cases of this kind we would suffer less, we must trust God more; we must give ourselves wholly up to him, place ourselves in his hands, accept whatever he sends as assuredly, whether we can see it or not, what is fittest for us.

HOMILIES BY J. ORR
Exo_14:1-5
The command to encamp by the sea.
These verses introduce the narrative of what the Lord "did in the Red Sea" (Num_21:14), when his people "passed through … as by dry land; which the Egyptians, assaying to do, were drowned" (Heb_11:29). This crossing of the Red Sea was no after-thought. God had it in view when he turned aside the path of the children of Israel from the direct route, and ordered them to encamp before Pi-hahiroth, near the northern end of the gulf. His design in this event was to give a new and signal display of his Jehovah attributes, in the destruction of Pharaoh’s host (Exo_14:4), and in working a great salvation for his Church. By the events of the Red Sea, he would be shown to be at once a God of mercy and judgment (Isa_30:18); Supreme Ruler in heaven and in earth (Psa_135:6); disposing events, great and small, according to his good pleasure, and for the glory of his name; making even the wrath of man instrumental to the accomplishment of his purposes (Psa_76:10). Consider—

I. THE MYSTERIOUS TURN IN THE ROUTE. The command was to turn to the south, and encamp between Migdol and the sea, over against Baal-Zephon (Exo_14:2). This route was—

1. Not necessarily an arbitrary one. We need not suppose that God brought the Israelites into this perplexity—shutting them up between the sea and the mountains, simply for the purpose of showing how easily he could again extricate them. The choice of routes was not great.

(1) The way of the Philistines was blocked (Exo_13:17).

(2) The way by the north of the Red Sea—between it and the Bitter Lakes—probably did not then exist. The Red Sea seems at that time to have extended much further north than it does at present.

(3) To go round by the upper end of the Lakes would have been to take the host far out of its way, besides exposing it to the risk of collision with outlying tribes.

(4) The remaining alternative was to march southwards, and ford the Red Sea. The route was, nevertheless—

2. A mysterious and perplexing one. Pharaoh at once pronounced it a strategic blunder (Exo_14:3). Supposing the intention to be to cross the Red Sea, no one could hazard a conjecture as to how this was to be accomplished. Ordinary fords were out of the question for so vast a multitude. Hemmed in by the mountains, with an impassable stretch of water in front, and no way of escape from an enemy bearing down upon them from behind, the Egyptian king mighty, well judge their, situation to be a hopeless, one. Yet how strangely like the straits of life into which God’s people are sometimes led by following faithfully the guiding pillar of their duty; or into which, irrespective of their choice, God’s providence sometimes brings them! Observe, further,

3. No hint was given of how the difficulty was to be solved. This is God’s way. Thus does he test his people’s faith, and form them to habits of obedience. He does not show them everything at once. Light is given for present duty, but for nothing beyond. Fain would we know, when difficulties crowd upon us, how our path is to be opened; but this God does not reveal. He would have us leave the future to him, and think only of the duty of the moment. Time enough, when the first command has been obeyed, to say what is to be done next. "We walk by faith, not by sight" (2Co_5:7).

II. GOD’S ENDS IN LEADING THEM BY THIS ROUTE. God had ends. He was not guiding the children of Israel blindly. His knowledge, his purpose, no less than his presence, go before his saints, as guiding pillars, to prepare places for them. God had a definite purpose, not only in leading the people by this route, but in planting them down at this particular spot—between Migdol and the sea. His ends embraced—

1. The humiliation of Pharaoh. That unhappy monarch was still hard in heart. He was torn with vain regrets at having let the people go. He had a disposition to pursue them. God would permit him to gratify that disposition. He would so arrange his providence as even to seem to invite him to do it. He would lure him into the snare he had prepared for him, and so would complete the judgment which the iniquity of Pharaoh and of his servants had moved him to visit upon Egypt. This was God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (Exo_14:4). Note

(1) If God is not honoured by men, he will be honoured upon them (Scott).

(2) Retributive providence frequently acts by snaring men through the evil of their own hearts. Situations are prepared for them in which they fall a prey to the evil principles or dispositions which, in spite of warnings and of their own better knowledge, they have persisted in cherishing. They wish for something, and the opportunity is presented to them of gratifying their wish. They harbour an evil disposition (say lust, or dishonesty), when suddenly they find themselves in a situation in which, like a wild beast leaping from its covert, their evil nature springs out upon them and devours them. It was in this way that God spread his net for Pharaoh, and brought upon him "swift destruction."

2. The education of Israel. The extremity of peril through which Israel was permitted to pass—coupled with the sudden and marvellous deliverance which so unexpectedly turned their "shadow of death into the morning" (Amo_5:8), filling their mouth with laughter and their tongue with singing (Psa_126:1)—while their pursuers were overwhelmed in the Red Sea, was fitted to leave a profound and lasting impression on their minds. It taught them

(1) That all creatures and agencies are at God’s disposal, and that his resources for the help of his Church, and for the discomfiture of his enemies, are absolutely unlimited. As said of Christ, "even the winds and the sea obey him" (Mat_8:27).

(2) That the Lord knoweth, not only "how to deliver the godly out of temptations," but also how "to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished" (2Pe_2:9). It was thus

(3) A rebuke to distrust, and a Powerful encouragement to faith.

3. The complete separation of Israel as a people to himself. Paul says—"all our fathers Were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea" (1Co_10:2). Connect this with the spiritual significance of baptism. Baptism, especially as administered by immersion, figures dying to sin, and rising again to righteousness (Rom_6:4). It is thus the analogue of the passage through the Red Sea, which was a symbolic death and resurrection of the hosts of Israel. By saving the people from the waves which engulfed their enemies, Jehovah had, as it were, purchased the nation a second time for himself, giving them "life from the, dead." The baptism of the sea was thus a sort of "outward and visible sign" of the final termination of the connection with Egypt. Its waters were thereafter "a silver streak" between the Israelites and the land of their former bondage, telling of a pursuer from whom their had been delivered, and of a new life on which they had entered.—J.O.

HOMILIES BY D. YOUNG
Exo_14:1-12
Israel stricken with terror by reason of a deliverance not yet completed.
It is plain that the Israelites, going out of Egypt. in such circumstances as they did, must have gone out in a state of great exhilaration, almost beside themselves with joy at such a complete reversal of all their past experiences at the hands of Pharaoh. Moreover we are assured in Exo_14:8 that they went out with a high hand. The power of God for the deliverance of Israel was manifested in great fulness. What he had done in the past, and especially in the recent past, if only well considered and kept in the mind, was sufficient to inspire trust, banish fear, and show the wisdom of most diligent obedience to every direction that he gave. Nevertheless in Exo_14:10 we find this humiliating statement, "they were sore afraid"—sore afraid, so soon after deliverance, and such a deliverance! Whence could their danger have come, and what could have made them so quickly to forget their God? These are the matters we have now to consider.

I. CONSIDER WHAT THERE WAS TO EXPLAIN THE LOCAL POSITION WHICH PRODUCED THEIR FEAR. They were in an awkward and dangerous position from an ordinary point of view. That position cannot be more forciby indicated than in the words of Pharaoh himself. "They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in." They were going into a cul-de-sac. Before them lay the sea; on either hand, as we imagine, rose high ground; it only needed that Pharaoh should come in at the rear and close them up altogether, then they would be compelled to surrender. How then had they come into this position? It was not through any ignorance or carelessness on the part of their leader. Any general leading an army into such a trap would have been deservedly put to death for gross incompetency. It was God who had brought them exactly here, and if the word "trap" is to be mentioned, it was a trap with regard to Pharaoh and not with regard to Israel. The God who had led the Israelites out with a high hand, led them on with the pillar of cloud, and led them into the very position which, if they themselves had been consulted, was the last they would have chosen. It was not the only way God could have taken them, but it was the way in which, most effectually, speedily, and impressively, he could deliver them from Pharaoh. For God, of course, well knew that the deliverance of his people was not accomplished, simply because they had got out of Egypt. The exodus had been a miracle in many ways, and not least in this, that it had. compelled Pharaoh and his servants to act in contradiction to all the most dominating elements of their character. Just as afterwards in dealing with the waters of the Red Sea, God made the force of the wind to overcome the force of gravity; so he had already by another east wind, in the shape of the death of the first-born, completely set aside for a night all the most settled habits of Egypt. These habits had stood up on the right hand and on the left, and made a broad and open way for Israel to go out of the land. But presently, immediately and according to the natural order, these habits resumed their former sway. What else was to be expected? It mattered not in what direction Israel took their flight. Pharaoh and his hosts, smarting with injured pride, panting for vengeance and recovery of lost treasure, would be after them. There was a void in Egypt because of the death of the first-born, but after all the mothers would feel that void the most. There was another void by reason of the loss of all these slaves, these useful labourers, these accumulators of Egyptian wealth, and this void, we may be sure, was more operative in the vexation it produced than the loss of the first-born. It is a humiliating truth, but men, as a rule, can more easily bear the loss of kindred, even one so dear as the first-born, than the loss of fortune. 

A failure in business is more discomposing and fretting than a dozen bereavements, considered simply as bereavements; and thus it is certain that Pharaoh and his generals were very speedily in council as to the best way of securing the fugitives. While so engaged, the news comes to them of the direction in which the Israelites had gone. This news was the very thing to decide Pharaoh and make his preparations large and overwhelming, especially when God came to harden his heart to a greater pitch of stubbornness than it yet had reached. Either recapture or destruction seemed now certain. Therefore, seeing Pharaoh was now bound by the very force of the passions raging in his heart and the hearts of his people to follow Israel, it was well as soon as possible, to remove all danger to Israel consequent on this line of action. No good purpose was to be served either towards Israel or towards Pharaoh himself, by allowing him for any length of time, to harass their rear. A catastrophe of the Red Sea magnitude had to come, and the sooner it now came, the better. Israel had dangers enough in front and within; from Amalekites, Amorites, Canaanites, and all the rest of their opponents; from their own character, their own depravity, blindness of heart, sensuality, and idolatrous disposition. God does not allow all possible dangers to come upon us at once. Do not let us be so occupied, with the dangers that are present and pressing as to forget those which he has utterly swept out of the way, overwhelmed in a Red Sea, whence they will emerge against us no more for ever.

II. CONSIDER WHAT THERE WAS TO EXCUSE AND EXPLAIN THE FEAR WHICH ISRAEL EXPRESSED. In itself this fear was indefensible. There was no ground for it in the nature of things. God had done nothing to produce fear; everything indeed, if only it could be rightly seen, to produce the contrary; everything to call forth the utmost reverence and obedience from every right-minded Israelite. He was now, even while the Israelites were entangled in the land, Jehovah as much as ever, the great I Am, leading Israel by a way which, though they knew it not, was the best way. But we must also look at things from Israel’s point of view; we must really remember what God really remembers, that men are dust, and that even when they have the greatest reasons for confidence, those reasons get hidden up, or even presented in such forbidding aspects as to make them powerful in producing unbelief. Our great adversary, who can make evil appear good also makes good appear evil. Look then at what there was in the state of things, to excuse the Israelites in being sore afraid.

1. The magnitude of Pharaoh’s preparations. In spite of all the crippling effects of the plague, he was able to muster a great array. Doubtless he had a big standing army, for chariots are not got ready at a moment’s notice. We may infer that he was a man who always had on hand some scheme of ambition and aggrandisement, and because the Israelites had long dwelt in his land, they knew all about the skill, valour and crushing force of the charioteers. Whatever strength there might be in the natural resources of Egypt they knew it well. When the unknown Caanan had to be faced, they gave Moses no rest, till spies were despatched to report on the land; but they needed no report of Egypt. The military strength of Pharaoh was only too deeply impressed on every mind.

2. There was the exasperation of a great loss. The people not only knew the strength with which Pharaoh came, but the spirit in which he came. He had lost 600,000 men, with their flocks and herds, and all the choice spoils of Egypt, in the way of gold, silver and raiment. Then there was a further loss of population in the mixed multitude. There was everything to exasperate the despot, and not one thing to soothe his pride or lessen his calamities. If only he had failed in trying to get hold of a new possession, it would not have been so hard. But he had failed in keeping the old; he had gone through ten plagues, and yet lost his treasures after all. We may fear that only too many among the Israelites, had just that spirit of greed and grasping in their own hearts which would enable them to appreciate the spirit of Pharaoh’s pursuit.

3. There was the degrading effect of the long oppression in which the Israelites had been kept. The spirit of the slave comes out in the way they talk. These are not imaginary words put in their lips; the very "touch of nature" is in them. These are the language and conduct that reveal a real experience. The present generation, and one knows not how many generations before, had been born in servitude. They had not only been in servitude, but they had felt and acknowledged the bitter misery of it. And now the servitude was ended in due course. Freedom was a necessity, a blessing, and a glory to Israel; but they could not be made fit for it all at once. Jehovah could show signs and wonders in many ways; he could by one blow slay the first-born of Egypt and let the oppressed go free; but it required an altogether different power and method to infuse into the liberated the spirit and courage of freemen.—Y.

HOMILIES BY J. URQUHART
Exo_14:1-9
Trial and Judgment.
I. GOD LEADS INTO TRIAL BUT ASSURES Or VICTORY.

1. The command to turn and. shut themselves in between the wilderness and the sea. God leads us where troubles will assail us. Jesus was driven of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

(1) It proves us, and reveals needs which otherwise we might not have suspected. Our weaknesses are manifested.

(2) It reveals God. Through experiences of help his glory brightens for us.

2. The circumstances of God’s people are taken advantage of by their foes. Pharaoh imagined his time had now come. Earthly foes may strike at such a time; Satan surely will

3. The result will be God’s triumph over the foe, not the foe’s over us.

II. THE WICKED CANNOT BE SAVED BY JUDGMENTS.

1. Terrors are soon forgotten. Repression of evil is not conversion. So soon as the repressive force ceases, evil reasserts its sway.

2. Justice done through fear only is regretted, not rejoiced in, by the doer. "Why have we done this," etc.? "As the dog returneth to his vomit."

3. Past lessons are forgotten. Pharaoh might have asked what armies could do against the God of Israel; yet he assembles his forces, never dreaming that they are only marshalled for destruction. Those who have known only the discipline of terror have not found salvation. They have only heard a cry to flee and seek salvation. To linger upon the way is to allow evil to overtake them and lead them again into captivity.—U.

It took me all of that background to start leading into my main points...Trust me, campers--even past personal experiences have told me that anyone engulfed in some sort of fear of anything doesn’t always make the best decisions when the chips are down. It’s when you get to the point where you come to the end of all possible personal resources and ask Him to intervene--and ALSO TAKE ACTION on what He says and reveals to you--where you begin to finally see the tide turn on the circumstances surrounding your present situation. Let’s take the illustration, for instance, of the four lepers in 2nd Kings--

2 Kings 7:3
(ABP+)  AndG2532 fourG5064 men,G435 lepers,G3015 wereG1510.7.6 byG3844 theG3588 doorG2374 of theG3588 city.G4172 AndG2532 saidG2036 one manG435 toG4314 G3588 his neighbor,G4139 G1473 WhyG5100 do weG1473 sitG2521 hereG5602 untilG2193 we die?G599 

(ASV)  Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? 

(BBE)  Now there were four lepers seated at the doorway into the town: and they said to one another, Why are we waiting here for death? 

(Brenton)  And there were four leprous men by the gate of the city: and one said to his neighbour, Why sit we here until we die? 

(CEV)  About the same time, four men with leprosy were just outside the gate of Samaria. They said to each other, "Why should we sit here, waiting to die? 

(Darby)  And there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate, and they said one to another, Why do we abide here until we die? 

(DRB)  Now there were four lepers, at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another: What mean we to stay here till we die? 

(ERV)  There were four men sick with leprosy near the city gate. They said to each other, "Why are we sitting here waiting to die? 

(ESV)  Now there were four men who were lepers at the entrance to the gate. And they said to one another, "Why are we sitting here until we die? 

(GNB)  Four men who were suffering from a dreaded skin disease were outside the gates of Samaria, and they said to each other, "Why should we wait here until we die? 

(GW)  Four men with skin diseases were at the entrance of the city gate. One of them asked, "Why are we sitting here waiting to die? 

(HOT)  וארבעה אנשׁים היו מצרעים פתח השׁער ויאמרו אישׁ אל־רעהו מה אנחנו ישׁבים פה עד־מתנו׃ 

(HOT+)  וארבעהH702  אנשׁיםH376  היוH1961  מצרעיםH6879  פתחH6607  השׁערH8179  ויאמרוH559  אישׁH376  אלH413  רעהוH7453  מהH4100  אנחנוH587  ישׁביםH3427  פהH6311  עדH5704  מתנו׃H4191  

(ISV)  Now there happened to be four lepers who were at that very moment at the entrance to the city gate. As they were talking with one another, they said, "Why are we sitting here waiting to die? 

(JPS)  Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and they said one to another: 'Why sit we here until we die? 

(JUB)  And there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate, who said one to another, Why shall we stay here until we die? 

(KJV)  And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? 

(KJV+)  And there wereH1961 fourH702 leprousH6879 menH376 at the entering inH6607 of the gate:H8179 and they saidH559 oneH376 toH413 another,H7453 WhyH4100 sitH3427 weH587 hereH6311 untilH5704 we die?H4191 

(KJV-BRG)  And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? 

(LEB)  Now four men who had a skin disease were at the entrance of the gate, and they said to each other, "Why are we sitting here until we die? 

(LITV)  And four men, lepers, were at the gate entrance. And they said to one another, Why should we sit here until we die? 

(MKJV)  And four men, lepers, were at the gate entrance. And they said to one another, Why do we sit here until we die? 

(RV)  Now there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? 

(TLV)  Now there were four men with tza’arat at the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, “Why should we sit here till we die? 

(WEB)  Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate. They said to one another, “Why do we sit here until we die? 

(WEBA)  Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate. They said to one another, “Why do we sit here until we die? 

(Webster)  And there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? 

(YLT)  And four men have been leprous, at the opening of the gate, and they say one unto another, `What--we are sitting here till we have died; 

2 Kings 7:4
(ABP+)  IfG1437 we should say,G2036 We should enterG1525 intoG1519 theG3588 city,G4172 andG2532 theG3588 famineG3042 is inG1722 theG3588 city,G4172 thenG2532 we shall dieG599 there.G1563 AndG2532 ifG1437 we sitG2523 here,G5602 thenG2532 we shall die.G599 AndG2532 now,G3568 come,G1205 andG2532 we shall fallG1706 intoG1519 theG3588 campG3925 of Syria.G* IfG1437 they should bring us forth alive,G2225 G1473 thenG2532 we shall live.G2198 AndG2532 ifG1437 they should kill us,G2289 G1473 thenG2532 we shall die.G599 

(ASV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(BBE)  If we say, We will go into the town, there is no food in the town, and we will come to our end there; and if we go on waiting here, death will come to us. Come then, let us give ourselves up to the army of Aram: if they let us go on living, then life will be ours; and if they put us to death, then death will be ours. 

(Brenton)  If we should say, Let us go into the city, then there is famine in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit here, then we shall die. Now then come, and let us fall upon the camp of the Syrians: if they should take us alive, then we shall live; and if they should put us to death, then we shall only die. 

(CEV)  There's nothing to eat in the city, so we would starve if we went inside. But if we stay out here, we will die for sure. Let's sneak over to the Syrian army camp and surrender. They might kill us, but they might not." 

(Darby)  If we say, Let us enter into the city, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we abide here, we shall die. And now come, let us fall away to the camp of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they put us to death, we shall but die. 

(DRB)  If we will enter into the city, we shall die with the famine: and if we will remain here, we must also die: come therefore, and let us run over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare us, we shall live: but if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(ERV)  There is no food in Samaria. If we go into the city, we will die there. If we stay here, we will also die. So let's go to the Aramean camp. If they let us live, we will live. If they kill us, we will just die." 

(ESV)  If we say, 'Let us enter the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die." 

(GNB)  It's no use going into the city, because we would starve to death in there; but if we stay here, we'll die also. So let's go to the Syrian camp; the worst they can do is kill us, but maybe they will spare our lives." 

(GW)  If we go into the city, the famine is also there, and we'll still die. But if we stay here, we'll die. So let's go to the Aramean camp. If they give us something to keep us alive, we'll live. But if they kill us, we'll die anyway." 

(HOT)  אם־אמרנו נבוא העיר והרעב בעיר ומתנו שׁם ואם־ישׁבנו פה ומתנו ועתה לכו ונפלה אל־מחנה ארם אם־יחינו נחיה ואם־ימיתנו ומתנו׃ 

(HOT+)  אםH518  אמרנוH559  נבואH935  העירH5892  והרעבH7458  בעירH5892  ומתנוH4191  שׁםH8033  ואםH518  ישׁבנוH3427  פהH6311  ומתנוH4191  ועתהH6258  לכוH1980  ונפלהH5307  אלH413  מחנהH4264  ארםH758  אםH518  יחינוH2421  נחיהH2421  ואםH518  ימיתנוH4191  ומתנו׃H4191  

(ISV)  If we tell ourselves, 'Let's remain in the city,' we'll die there since there's famine in the city. But if we sit here, we'll die, too. So let's go over to the Arameans! If they spare our lives, we'll live, and if they kill us...we're dying anyway!" 

(JPS)  If we say: We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Arameans; if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.' 

(JUB)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we stay here, we shall die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians; if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(KJV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(KJV+)  IfH518 we say,H559 We will enterH935 into the city,H5892 then the famineH7458 is in the city,H5892 and we shall dieH4191 there:H8033 and ifH518 we sitH3427 still here,H6311 we dieH4191 also. NowH6258 therefore come,H1980 and let us fallH5307 untoH413 the hostH4264 of the Syrians:H758 ifH518 they save us alive,H2421 we shall live;H2421 and ifH518 they killH4191 us, we shall but die.H4191 

(KJV-BRG)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(LEB)  If we say, 'Let us go into the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; but if we sit here, we shall die. So then, come, let us fall into the camp of the Arameans. If they let us live, we shall live; but if they kill us, then we shall die." 

(LITV)  If we say, We shall go into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. If we sit here, then we shall die. Therefore now, come and we will fall into the camp of Syria. If they keep us alive, we shall live. And if they kill us, then we die. 

(MKJV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we still sit here, we also shall die. And now come and let us fall to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we shall live. And if they kill us, we shall only die. 

(RV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(TLV)  If we say: ‘Let’s go into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, so we will die there; but if we sit still here, we’ll die also. So come, let’s go into the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us, we’ll live; and if they kill us, we’ll just die.” 

(WEB)  If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

(WEBA)  If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

(Webster)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall to the army of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(YLT)  if we have said, We go in to the city, then the famine is in the city, and we have died there; and if we have sat here, then we have died; and now, come and we fall unto the camp of Aram; if they keep us alive, we live, and if they put us to death--we have died.' 

2 Kings 7:4
(ABP+)  IfG1437 we should say,G2036 We should enterG1525 intoG1519 theG3588 city,G4172 andG2532 theG3588 famineG3042 is inG1722 theG3588 city,G4172 thenG2532 we shall dieG599 there.G1563 AndG2532 ifG1437 we sitG2523 here,G5602 thenG2532 we shall die.G599 AndG2532 now,G3568 come,G1205 andG2532 we shall fallG1706 intoG1519 theG3588 campG3925 of Syria.G* IfG1437 they should bring us forth alive,G2225 G1473 thenG2532 we shall live.G2198 AndG2532 ifG1437 they should kill us,G2289 G1473 thenG2532 we shall die.G599 

(ASV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(BBE)  If we say, We will go into the town, there is no food in the town, and we will come to our end there; and if we go on waiting here, death will come to us. Come then, let us give ourselves up to the army of Aram: if they let us go on living, then life will be ours; and if they put us to death, then death will be ours. 

(Brenton)  If we should say, Let us go into the city, then there is famine in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit here, then we shall die. Now then come, and let us fall upon the camp of the Syrians: if they should take us alive, then we shall live; and if they should put us to death, then we shall only die. 

(CEV)  There's nothing to eat in the city, so we would starve if we went inside. But if we stay out here, we will die for sure. Let's sneak over to the Syrian army camp and surrender. They might kill us, but they might not." 

(Darby)  If we say, Let us enter into the city, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we abide here, we shall die. And now come, let us fall away to the camp of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they put us to death, we shall but die. 

(DRB)  If we will enter into the city, we shall die with the famine: and if we will remain here, we must also die: come therefore, and let us run over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare us, we shall live: but if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(ERV)  There is no food in Samaria. If we go into the city, we will die there. If we stay here, we will also die. So let's go to the Aramean camp. If they let us live, we will live. If they kill us, we will just die." 

(ESV)  If we say, 'Let us enter the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die." 

(GNB)  It's no use going into the city, because we would starve to death in there; but if we stay here, we'll die also. So let's go to the Syrian camp; the worst they can do is kill us, but maybe they will spare our lives." 

(GW)  If we go into the city, the famine is also there, and we'll still die. But if we stay here, we'll die. So let's go to the Aramean camp. If they give us something to keep us alive, we'll live. But if they kill us, we'll die anyway." 

(HOT)  אם־אמרנו נבוא העיר והרעב בעיר ומתנו שׁם ואם־ישׁבנו פה ומתנו ועתה לכו ונפלה אל־מחנה ארם אם־יחינו נחיה ואם־ימיתנו ומתנו׃ 

(HOT+)  אםH518  אמרנוH559  נבואH935  העירH5892  והרעבH7458  בעירH5892  ומתנוH4191  שׁםH8033  ואםH518  ישׁבנוH3427  פהH6311  ומתנוH4191  ועתהH6258  לכוH1980  ונפלהH5307  אלH413  מחנהH4264  ארםH758  אםH518  יחינוH2421  נחיהH2421  ואםH518  ימיתנוH4191  ומתנו׃H4191  

(ISV)  If we tell ourselves, 'Let's remain in the city,' we'll die there since there's famine in the city. But if we sit here, we'll die, too. So let's go over to the Arameans! If they spare our lives, we'll live, and if they kill us...we're dying anyway!" 

(JPS)  If we say: We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Arameans; if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.' 

(JUB)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we stay here, we shall die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians; if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(KJV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(KJV+)  IfH518 we say,H559 We will enterH935 into the city,H5892 then the famineH7458 is in the city,H5892 and we shall dieH4191 there:H8033 and ifH518 we sitH3427 still here,H6311 we dieH4191 also. NowH6258 therefore come,H1980 and let us fallH5307 untoH413 the hostH4264 of the Syrians:H758 ifH518 they save us alive,H2421 we shall live;H2421 and ifH518 they killH4191 us, we shall but die.H4191 

(KJV-BRG)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(LEB)  If we say, 'Let us go into the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; but if we sit here, we shall die. So then, come, let us fall into the camp of the Arameans. If they let us live, we shall live; but if they kill us, then we shall die." 

(LITV)  If we say, We shall go into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. If we sit here, then we shall die. Therefore now, come and we will fall into the camp of Syria. If they keep us alive, we shall live. And if they kill us, then we die. 

(MKJV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we still sit here, we also shall die. And now come and let us fall to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we shall live. And if they kill us, we shall only die. 

(RV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(TLV)  If we say: ‘Let’s go into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, so we will die there; but if we sit still here, we’ll die also. So come, let’s go into the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us, we’ll live; and if they kill us, we’ll just die.” 

(WEB)  If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

(WEBA)  If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

(Webster)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall to the army of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(YLT)  if we have said, We go in to the city, then the famine is in the city, and we have died there; and if we have sat here, then we have died; and now, come and we fall unto the camp of Aram; if they keep us alive, we live, and if they put us to death--we have died.' 

2 Kings 7:4
(ABP+)  IfG1437 we should say,G2036 We should enterG1525 intoG1519 theG3588 city,G4172 andG2532 theG3588 famineG3042 is inG1722 theG3588 city,G4172 thenG2532 we shall dieG599 there.G1563 AndG2532 ifG1437 we sitG2523 here,G5602 thenG2532 we shall die.G599 AndG2532 now,G3568 come,G1205 andG2532 we shall fallG1706 intoG1519 theG3588 campG3925 of Syria.G* IfG1437 they should bring us forth alive,G2225 G1473 thenG2532 we shall live.G2198 AndG2532 ifG1437 they should kill us,G2289 G1473 thenG2532 we shall die.G599 

(ASV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(BBE)  If we say, We will go into the town, there is no food in the town, and we will come to our end there; and if we go on waiting here, death will come to us. Come then, let us give ourselves up to the army of Aram: if they let us go on living, then life will be ours; and if they put us to death, then death will be ours. 

(Brenton)  If we should say, Let us go into the city, then there is famine in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit here, then we shall die. Now then come, and let us fall upon the camp of the Syrians: if they should take us alive, then we shall live; and if they should put us to death, then we shall only die. 

(CEV)  There's nothing to eat in the city, so we would starve if we went inside. But if we stay out here, we will die for sure. Let's sneak over to the Syrian army camp and surrender. They might kill us, but they might not." 

(Darby)  If we say, Let us enter into the city, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we abide here, we shall die. And now come, let us fall away to the camp of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they put us to death, we shall but die. 

(DRB)  If we will enter into the city, we shall die with the famine: and if we will remain here, we must also die: come therefore, and let us run over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare us, we shall live: but if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(ERV)  There is no food in Samaria. If we go into the city, we will die there. If we stay here, we will also die. So let's go to the Aramean camp. If they let us live, we will live. If they kill us, we will just die." 

(ESV)  If we say, 'Let us enter the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die." 

(GNB)  It's no use going into the city, because we would starve to death in there; but if we stay here, we'll die also. So let's go to the Syrian camp; the worst they can do is kill us, but maybe they will spare our lives." 

(GW)  If we go into the city, the famine is also there, and we'll still die. But if we stay here, we'll die. So let's go to the Aramean camp. If they give us something to keep us alive, we'll live. But if they kill us, we'll die anyway." 

(HOT)  אם־אמרנו נבוא העיר והרעב בעיר ומתנו שׁם ואם־ישׁבנו פה ומתנו ועתה לכו ונפלה אל־מחנה ארם אם־יחינו נחיה ואם־ימיתנו ומתנו׃ 

(HOT+)  אםH518  אמרנוH559  נבואH935  העירH5892  והרעבH7458  בעירH5892  ומתנוH4191  שׁםH8033  ואםH518  ישׁבנוH3427  פהH6311  ומתנוH4191  ועתהH6258  לכוH1980  ונפלהH5307  אלH413  מחנהH4264  ארםH758  אםH518  יחינוH2421  נחיהH2421  ואםH518  ימיתנוH4191  ומתנו׃H4191  

(ISV)  If we tell ourselves, 'Let's remain in the city,' we'll die there since there's famine in the city. But if we sit here, we'll die, too. So let's go over to the Arameans! If they spare our lives, we'll live, and if they kill us...we're dying anyway!" 

(JPS)  If we say: We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Arameans; if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.' 

(JUB)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we stay here, we shall die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians; if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(KJV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(KJV+)  IfH518 we say,H559 We will enterH935 into the city,H5892 then the famineH7458 is in the city,H5892 and we shall dieH4191 there:H8033 and ifH518 we sitH3427 still here,H6311 we dieH4191 also. NowH6258 therefore come,H1980 and let us fallH5307 untoH413 the hostH4264 of the Syrians:H758 ifH518 they save us alive,H2421 we shall live;H2421 and ifH518 they killH4191 us, we shall but die.H4191 

(KJV-BRG)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(LEB)  If we say, 'Let us go into the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; but if we sit here, we shall die. So then, come, let us fall into the camp of the Arameans. If they let us live, we shall live; but if they kill us, then we shall die." 

(LITV)  If we say, We shall go into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. If we sit here, then we shall die. Therefore now, come and we will fall into the camp of Syria. If they keep us alive, we shall live. And if they kill us, then we die. 

(MKJV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we still sit here, we also shall die. And now come and let us fall to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we shall live. And if they kill us, we shall only die. 

(RV)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(TLV)  If we say: ‘Let’s go into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, so we will die there; but if we sit still here, we’ll die also. So come, let’s go into the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us, we’ll live; and if they kill us, we’ll just die.” 

(WEB)  If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

(WEBA)  If we say, ‘We will enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we will die there. If we sit still here, we also die. Now therefore come, and let’s surrender to the army of the Syrians. If they save us alive, we will live; and if they kill us, we will only die.” 

(Webster)  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall to the army of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

(YLT)  if we have said, We go in to the city, then the famine is in the city, and we have died there; and if we have sat here, then we have died; and now, come and we fall unto the camp of Aram; if they keep us alive, we live, and if they put us to death--we have died.' 

2 Kings 7:5
(ABP+)  AndG2532 they rose upG450 inG1722 theG3588 darknessG4655 to enterG1525 intoG1519 theG3588 campG3925 of Syria.G* AndG2532 they enteredG1525 untoG2193 a partG3313 of theG3588 campG3925 of Syria.G* AndG2532 behold,G2400 there was notG3756 G1510.7.3 a manG435 there.G1563 

(ASV)  And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians; and when they were come to the outermost part of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no man there. 

(BBE)  So in the half light they got up to go to the tents of Aram; but when they came to the outer line of tents, there was no one there. 

(Brenton)  And they rose up while it was yet night, to go into the camp of Syria; and they came into a part of the camp of Syria, and behold, there was no man there. 

(CEV)  That evening the four men got up and left for the Syrian camp. As they walked toward the camp, the Lord caused the Syrian troops to hear what sounded like the roar of a huge cavalry. The soldiers said to each other, "Listen! The king of Israel must have hired Hittite and Egyptian troops to attack us. Let's get out of here!" So they ran out of their camp that night, leaving their tents and horses and donkeys. When the four men with leprosy reached the edge of the Syrian camp, no one was there. They walked into one of the tents, where they ate and drank, before carrying off clothes, as well as silver and gold. They hid all this, then walked into another tent; they took what they wanted and hid it too. 

(Darby)  And they rose up in the dusk to go to the camp of the Syrians; and they came to the extremity of the camp of the Syrians; and behold, there was no man there. 

(DRB)  So they arose in the evening, to go to the Syrian camp. And when they were come to the first part of the camp of the Syrians, they found no man there. 

(ERV)  So that evening the four lepers went to the Aramean camp. When they came to the edge of the camp, no one was there! 

(ESV)  So they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. But when they came to the edge of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no one there. 

(GNB)  So, as it began to get dark, they went to the Syrian camp, but when they reached it, no one was there. 

(GW)  So they started out at dusk to go into the Aramean camp. When they came to the edge of the camp, no one was there. 

(HOT)  ויקומו בנשׁף לבוא אל־מחנה ארם ויבאו עד־קצה מחנה ארם והנה אין־שׁם אישׁ׃ 

(HOT+)  ויקומוH6965  בנשׁףH5399  לבואH935  אלH413  מחנהH4264  ארםH758  ויבאוH935  עדH5704  קצהH7097  מחנהH4264  ארםH758  והנהH2009  איןH369  שׁםH8033  אישׁ׃H376  

(ISV)  So they got up at dusk and went out to the Aramean encampment. But when they arrived at the outskirts of the Aramean encampment, there was no one there! 

(JPS)  And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Arameans; and when they were come to the outermost part of the camp of the Arameans, behold, there was no man there. 

(JUB)  And they rose up at the beginning of the night, to go unto the camp of the Syrians; and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. 

(KJV)  And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. 

(KJV+)  And they rose upH6965 in the twilight,H5399 to goH935 untoH413 the campH4264 of the Syrians:H758 and when they were comeH935 toH5704 the uttermost partH7097 of the campH4264 of Syria,H758 behold,H2009 there was noH369 manH376 there.H8033 

(KJV-BRG)  And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. 

(LEB)  So they got up at dusk to go to the camp of the Arameans. They went up to the edge of the camp of the Arameans, and look, there was no man there! 

(LITV)  And they rose up in the twilight to go to the Syrian camp. And they came to the edge of the Syrian camp. And, behold, there was not a man there! 

(MKJV)  And they rose up in the twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. And when they had come to the outermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, no man was there! 

(RV)  And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the outermost part of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no man there. 

(TLV)  So they got up at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans. But when they arrived at the edge of the Aramean camp, behold, no one was there! 

(WEB)  They rose up in the twilight, to go to the camp of the Syrians. When they had come to the outermost part of the camp of the Syrians, behold, no man was there. 

(WEBA)  They rose up in the twilight, to go to the camp of the Syrians. When they had come to the outermost part of the camp of the Syrians, behold, no man was there. 

(Webster)  And they rose in the twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians: and when they had come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. 

(YLT)  And they rise in the twilight, to go in unto the camp of Aram, and they come in unto the extremity of the camp of Aram, and lo, there is not a man there, 

(God’s Word Translation:)

2Ki 7:5  So they started out at dusk to go into the Aramean camp. When they came to the edge of the camp, no one was there. 

2Ki 7:6  (The LORD had made the Aramean army hear what sounded like chariots, horses, and a large army. The Aramean soldiers said to one another, "The king of Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!" 

2Ki 7:7  So at dusk they fled. They abandoned the camp as it was with its tents, horses, and donkeys and ran for their lives.) 

2Ki 7:8  When the men with skin diseases came to the edge of the camp, they went into a tent, ate and drank, and carried off the silver, gold, and clothes they found in that tent. They went away and hid them. Then they came back, went into another tent, carried off its contents, went away, and hid them. 

2Ki 7:9  Then they said to one another, "What we're doing is not right. This is a day of good news, and we're not telling anyone about it. If we wait until morning when it's light out, we'll be punished. Let's bring the news to the royal palace." 

It’s not enough to say that you aren’t afraid and that you’ve cast out the fear in His Name...YOU MUST ALSO DEMONSTRATE IT BY DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT AND WALKING IT OUT! As an excerpt from another one of my books, “’A’Wise And A’Foolish In Canaan’s Land” notes:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“...Now that you know what NOT to do in the midst of your troubles and trials, what exactly SHOULD you do? A book that I read recently by Robert Morgan called “The Red Sea Rules” provides the perfect answer to this question—

THE RED SEA RULES

Rule #1: Realize that God means for you to be where you are.

Rule #2: Be more concerned for God’s glory than for your relief.

Rule #3: Acknowledge your enemy, but keep your eyes on the Lord.

Rule #4: PRAY!

Rule #5: Stay calm and confident and give God time to work.

Rule #6: When unsure, take the next logical step by faith.

Rule #7: Envision God’s enveloping presence.

Rule #8: Trust God to deliver in His own unique way.

Rule #9: View your current crisis as a faith builder for the future.

Rule #10: Don’t forget to praise Him!
I know I said and quoted a lot of stuff here...and all to say this...What was the biggest lesson I learned from my first direct experience with Brother Copeland? Simply that whenever you face challenges that seem as high, impenetrable, wide, and deep as the same Red Sea (or maybe closer to home--Palo Duro Canyon) the children of Israel faced, we find that fear and faith are total opposites. Did not the Apostle Paul/Shaul say something to the effect that “...whatever is NOT of faith is sin...”? He probably had Moses in mind as he put pen to paper to that verse of Scripture. The children of Israel had plenty to learn in the years afterwards that acting like cowards sometimes isn’t the greatest and best plan to eventual success. And it’s not just in how you say it--but more importantly, how you ACT it out and follow through. What you find yourself saying, like it or not, sometimes becomes your eventual reality if you’re not careful. So what are your dreams, your vision, your goals? Where do you plan to be years down the road from now? Sometimes the fastest route between two points isn’t always a straight line--but instead faith, trust, and true confidence in Him that He will be faithful to what He has promised you. 
May I urge ya’ll, therefore, during the Pesach season coming up to remember the contrast and comparison between fear and faith--and what the fruit of each eventually bears...do you want good fruit or bad? One yields a good, abundant, sweet crop while the other produces bitter fruit. Which one do you want and would you like? The choice is yours. I urge you to choose wisely and not make the same mistakes that the children of Israel did. Our God was still merciful to them regardless--but let it be our aim to do all that we know to do on our end in the process to not necessarily require him to constantly give us fresh and anew second, third, fourth, or whatever chances. Instead, let’s make the best of what we’ve already been given--shall we?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My final thoughts before I leave you once again until the next edition....Remember that it’s folks like YOU who have joined in the area of prayer, financial provision, and other ways that have made these Divine connections and opportunities possible. My tip of the hat personally goes out to each one of you for playing YOUR part in helping these ministry efforts go a little further down the road than it has been. I only simply ask that you not only continue to do so even more and more, but that each of you out there reading these things that’s interested in keeping these efforts going and being of some assistance to myself and these particular ministry efforts consider doing the following:

) AGAIN ONE MORE TIME--BUY, BUY, BUY any one and/or ALL of the books I now have available on Amazon! That’s an IMMEDIATE way you can be of some help to me not only in the area of my own personal finances, but in also even helping me begin to reach some of the goals I have for this future ministry including such things as:

) Formal filing of the remaining necessary stuff required for eventual formal incorporation and tax-exempt status of what would be called “Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries”

) I also already have plans in the works once more financial and/or other resources become available to me to see that special edition copies of all of my new books would be sent and made available FREE of charge to various prison ministries and prison chaplains, domestic violence and/or sexual assault facilities and/or organizations, correctional officers and other law enforcement officials, families of offenders and/or ex-offenders, and victims of violent crime.

For too long, most of the Church and universal Body of Christ has given short shrift to those who have been affected by the criminal justice system here in Texas (or worse--done absolutely NOTHING at all while Rome burns). Through personal experience, I have seen in many ways that in the eyes of those affected by crime, the Church has a TON more work to do than it realizes. I say that very soon, though--if I have anything to do with this thing (as He gives me the grace, ability, and resources to do so), this will NO longer be the case...at least as far as things here in the immediate Plainview/Hale County area might be eventually concerned! Even if it’s ONLY a teaspoon full amount that can be done on my end initially, it’ll at least in my eyes be better than doing nothing at all.

) And that, my friends, is where you can come in and participate...FIRST, seek the Lord and see what He might have you to do in regards to these things. If He doesn’t say anything, don’t sweat it. I am confident as always that if He has kept me from stumbling as I’ve walked for Him up to this point...then He’s more than able to provide all that I may need to continue to go the rest of the way that He may need me to go. But if He does point something that He wants you to be obedient to do (whether through intercession and/or something else), then I simply ask that you do what He says for you to do...and let me know once you do find out as well so that I can help you plug in and find a way to get involved.

In the name of the very One who had NO FEAR whatsoever in doing what His Father told him to do (which eventually led to our redemption)--Y’shua Ha’Meshiach/the Lord Jesus Christ...)

Coy Reece Holley

